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1. INTRODUCTION
Discourse analysis, whether spoken or written, draws the at-

tention of many linguists. Cohesion and coherence are essential 
elements that influence effective discourse (Mahlberg, 2006). 
By concentrating on these two key elements, numerous re-
searchers have examined text creation and comprehension (He, 
2017). Al-Ghazalli and Majli (2019) contend that coherence and 
cohesion are distinct concepts, despite the perception that they 
are related. Tanskanen (2006), who cites Hasan (1984), cohe-
sive harmony, or the interaction of cohesive devices, is the basis 
for coherence, and the denser the text is, the more coherent it is. 
Furthermore, Mahlberg (2006) makes it clear that achieving co-
herence in a discourse depends heavily on cohesion.

The Systemic Functional Linguistic (SFL) framework is of-
ten used by researchers who are looking into the coherence of 
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texts or discourses. As proposed in SFL, there are three semantic 
systems that interact to produce meaning in language: ideational, 
interpersonal, and textual (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014). 
These metafunctions are distinct but interdependent. Xiang 
(2022) holds that the textual metafunction focuses on clauses as 
messages and can be a helpful tool in analysing a text’s coher-
ence and thematic structures. Halliday and Hasan (1976) sug-
gest that cohesion is split into grammatical and lexical cohesion 
because it expresses itself partially through vocabulary and par-
tially through grammar. By using these cohesive techniques, 
writers can create texts that are coherent and effectively convey 
their ideas through their writing (Mahlberg, 2006).

Halliday & Hasan (1976) argue that while cohesion analysis 
frequently focuses on the use of cohesive ties as a part of creat-
ing textual cohesion, it is important to note that those devices are 
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functions of texts. However, Lan (2020) states that there is still a 
gap present or in other words, there are little studies conducted 
to investigate the thematic structures and progression patterns of 
texts, specifically discourses of speech (Harman, 2013; Lan, 
2020). Moreover, Kuswoyo (2016) suggested that a similar 
analysis can be conducted in another spoken genre. Therefore, 
this SFL framework is employed in this study and put forth the 
following research questions.

1. What are the thematic structures and cohesive devices 
used in the speeches delivered by the Director General of the 
World Health Organization?

2. How are the thematic structure and cohesive devices used 
to produce cohesion in the speeches delivered by the Director 
General of the World Health Organization?

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1. Thematic structure 
Understanding and constructing messages through spoken or 

written text are crucial components of communication (McLeod 
& McCormack, 2015).  Speeches are typically delivered in a for-
mal setting in front of an audience (Wu, 2010) to persuade them 
to accept certain points of view or ideologies (Xiang, 2022). Re-
searchers in the field frequently examine political speeches, such 
as inaugural or presidential addresses (Lan, 2020). Whatever 
the speech type, it can be used to inspire, share an experience, 
tell a story, or provide information (Khoo & Abidin, 2014). 
Speeches should be carefully planned out and delivered with 
sincerity if they are to effectively convey knowledge. Therefore, 
when constructing a speech, cohesion, and coherence are crucial 
factors to consider (Xiang, 2022).

Halliday (1985) argues that the textual function of the 
clause is to construct a message, and the thematic structure is the 
basic form of the clause’s organisation as a message. In the similar 
vein, Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) point out that a clause 
has the character of a message and the flow of discourse that is 
presented through thematic structures. The thematic structure, 
which consists of theme and rheme, aids the clause in realising 
its textual meaning. The theme is the focal point of the message, 
making it stand out, while the rheme that follows it provides 
new information (Xiang, 2022). These elements are used to help 
readers interpret the message’s meaning.

2.2. Classification of themes
Simple theme is a structural element that consists of a single 

topical element (Halliday, 1985). It’s also known as a topical 
theme and is divided into unmarked and marked topical themes. 
When the subject is in the theme position, an unmarked topical 
theme occurs, whereas a marked topical theme highlights the ad-
junct or complement as the theme. When a clause contains more 
than one theme, it is said to have multiple thematic structure 
(Halliday, 1994). Textual theme is identified when continuity ad-
juncts or conjunctions are used, whereas interpersonal theme is 
established when interpersonal elements such as modal adjuncts 
occupy the thematic position (Eggins, 2004). When the ele-

ments of transitivity are positioned as the theme, the topical 
theme is realised. Unmarked topical themes are more likely to 
have multiple themes than marked topical themes. From the per-
spective of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), these thematic 
choices play a significant role in determining the text’s 
coherence. 

2.3. Cohesive devices 
SFL views language as a vast network of choices that are in-

tertwined within the language system, which functions as a tool-
box for creating meaning through grammatical and lexical choic-
es (Halliday, 2007). Cohesion is an internal element that assists 
readers in connecting meaning within a text and creates a sense 
of connectedness. Cohesive devices, which can be classified as 
grammatical or lexical cohesion, are used to achieve this connect-
edness (Wu, 2010).

2.4. Grammatical cohesion
The relationship between grammatical elements, such as ref-

erences, substitutions, ellipsis, and conjunctions, is referred to as 
grammatical cohesion. Personal, demonstrative, and comparative 
references are defined by Halliday and Hasan (1976) as any as-
sociation between an element and its source. Personal reference 
employs pronouns to refer to a specific individual, whereas 
demonstrative reference employs articles or adverbs to identify 
the reference. Indirectly, comparative reference refers to similar 
referential devices such as adjectives and adverbs. Conjunctions, 
on the other hand, are features that connect sentences and estab-
lish semantic relationships. Rostambeik Tafreshi et al. (2017) di-
vides conjunctions into additive, adversative, causal, and tempo-
ral categories. Substitution is the process of replacing one ele-
ment with another in a noun phrase, verb phrase, or clause. 
Nominal substitution is the process of replacing a noun phrase 
with one, ones, or same. Verbal substitution involves replacing a 
verb phrase with various forms of do, whereas clausal substitu-
tion involves replacing a clause with so or not. Ellipsis is the 
omission of words or clauses in a sentence without changing the 
meaning of the text. Halliday & Matthiessen (2014) divide ellip-
sis into three types: nominal, verbal, and clausal.

2.5. Lexical cohesion
Lexical cohesion is the strategic use of lexis to create cohe-

sion in a text. Reiteration and collocation are the devices at work. 
Halliday and Hasan (1976) also assert that reiteration includes 
repetition, synonyms, superordinate, and general nouns. Repeti-
tion is the most common lexical cohesion device (Helfer et al., 
2018). A synonym is a type of reiteration in which other words 
with similar meanings replace or repeat the preceding word. Fi-
nally, superordinate and general nouns group words into more 
inclusive or general categories. Furthermore, Dejica-Cartis & 
Cozma (2013), states that collocation achieves cohesion through 
the association and relationship between lexical items that co-oc-
cur frequently. Collocation can be achieved by using words from 
the same series, such as colours, numbers, months, and more, 

insufficient in producing cohesion. Thematic organisation is cru-
cial for structuring messages and improving the connections be-
tween ideas in texts. Thematic structure is crucial for structuring 
a text and examining its coherence and cohesion (Dejica-Cartis 
& Cozma, 2013). In a study on the thematic organisation of 
Barack Obama’s press conference, Kuswoyo (2016) found that 
speakers can structure their speeches effectively using thematic 
organisation to ensure consistency and coherence. It was ex-
plained that a clause’s theme directs readers to the message con-
tained within it, and the coherence of the texts grabs their atten-
tion. Additionally, it was noted in Arunsirot (2013) that when 
the information flow from theme to rheme is not properly con-
trolled by inexperienced writers like students, readers will find 
it difficult to follow the progression of the ideas in the text.

Discourse facilitates transactions, moves information, and 
builds relationships (Yule & Brown, 1986). Organisation, lan-
guage choices, and presentation skills are essential for a success-
ful speech because they help to avoid misunderstandings. Like-
wise, Crossley et al. (2010) assert that cohesion is essential for 
enhancing comprehension and making speech messages more 
understandable. Cohesive techniques and thematic organisation 
help create speeches that are clear and understandable. Also, 
Slagell (2009) states that speeches delivered by leaders are in-
tended to persuade, uplift, inform, and educate the audiences. 
Similarly, Kuznetsova (2020) highlights that the lack of effective 
international tools and guidance in managing the current 
Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the need for a standardised 
and functional global governance system. The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), which emphasises the significance of pan-
demic prevention and response, plays a crucial role in assisting 
politicians in their decision-making processes with scientific and 
technical advice.

WHO plays a significant role in global health governance by 
leading and coordinating international health efforts through co-
operation between countries. International cooperation is essen-
tial for controlling the Covid-19 pandemic. WHO promotes uni-
versal healthcare, establishes health standards and guidelines for 
nations to follow when managing the pandemic, and sets legally 
binding international regulations for pandemic responses. Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the Director General (DG), 
speaks at meetings and media briefings to update the public on 
the pandemic’s latest developments and to discuss vaccinations, 

guidelines, and the virus itself. Speeches by Dr Tedros must be 
carefully crafted to prevent confusion and misunderstandings. 
Concerning the importance of the role of WHO and the speech-
es presented by the DG, using the SFL analytical framework, this 
research aims to analyse the coherence of the speeches on the 
progress of the Covid-19 vaccine by DG of WHO in terms of the 
use of cohesive devices and thematic structures of the speech 
given the medium of communication, be it written or spoken 
will affect the use of cohesion and cohesive (Neumann & Fest, 
2016).

Generally, the audience or listeners would be able to under-
stand and relate with the speaker if the speech was well organ-
ised (Wu, 2010). However, Forey & Sampson (2017) have 
claimed that it may not always be true as the speakers may lack 
context and knowledge on relating and connecting the issues 
mentioned which causes them to not comprehend and have dis-
agreements with the speaker. Therefore, the concept of textual 
meta-function was introduced and analysed to help the audience 
understand the message in the speech (Forey & Sampson, 
2017). The textual metafunction deals with cohesion and the-
matic structures and gives an understanding how the message is 
structured through coherence and organisation of language. Sub-
sequently, it was stated in the study conducted by He (2020) 
that the aspects of cohesion and coherence are not widely ex-
plored in spoken discourses. It was also mentioned that while the 
research on speech discourse is small, most of it only consists of 
political speeches and other types of speeches were given little 
consideration (Lan, 2020).

Chen (2018) stated that a coherent text is cohesive, unified, 
and easily understood by readers. Hence, with cohesion only can 
the text become coherent. In the study conducted by Bello-Os-
agie et al. (2018), it was stated that cohesion also functions to 
create semantic links within texts that help to encode meaning 
which would aid the readers to easier comprehend the text. In 
addition, Mahlberg (2006) mentioned that the uniformity of the 
text is usually built up by cohesion, namely grammatical and lex-
ical cohesion. In regard to the significance of cohesion, it has 
been a popular topic studied by many researchers (He, 2020).

However, it was reported that students still had problems 
understanding the concept and the use of grammatical cohesion 
and lexical cohesion which causes them to make errors especial-
ly with the use of collocation and repetition (Rostambeik 
Tafreshi et al., 2017). The researcher has explained that the rea-
son would possibly be that less attention is being paid to both as-
pects of cohesion. This statement could be supported by re-
searchers such as Al-Ghazalli and Majli (2019), Chen (2018), as 
their studies focused on only one aspect of cohesion which has 
seemingly caused an inclination on the analysis of lexical cohe-
sion. Xiang (2022) has suggested future researchers analyse 
both aspects of cohesion to obtain a more in-depth analysis. 
Therefore, to grasp the concepts of cohesion, both grammatical 
cohesion and lexical cohesion should be analysed and studied.

On a different note, the SFL framework has been employed 
in numerous studies to analyse the construction, meaning and 

‘The textual metafunction deals with cohesion and 
thematic structures and gives an understanding how 
the message is structured through coherence and 
organisation of language. Subsequently, it was stated 
in the study conducted by He (2020) that the aspects of 
cohesion and coherence are not widely explored in 
spoken discourses. It was also mentioned that while the 
research on speech discourse is small, most of it only 
consists of political speeches and other types of 
speeches were given little consideration’
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functions of texts. However, Lan (2020) states that there is still a 
gap present or in other words, there are little studies conducted 
to investigate the thematic structures and progression patterns of 
texts, specifically discourses of speech (Harman, 2013; Lan, 
2020). Moreover, Kuswoyo (2016) suggested that a similar 
analysis can be conducted in another spoken genre. Therefore, 
this SFL framework is employed in this study and put forth the 
following research questions.

1. What are the thematic structures and cohesive devices 
used in the speeches delivered by the Director General of the 
World Health Organization?

2. How are the thematic structure and cohesive devices used 
to produce cohesion in the speeches delivered by the Director 
General of the World Health Organization?

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1. Thematic structure 
Understanding and constructing messages through spoken or 

written text are crucial components of communication (McLeod 
& McCormack, 2015).  Speeches are typically delivered in a for-
mal setting in front of an audience (Wu, 2010) to persuade them 
to accept certain points of view or ideologies (Xiang, 2022). Re-
searchers in the field frequently examine political speeches, such 
as inaugural or presidential addresses (Lan, 2020). Whatever 
the speech type, it can be used to inspire, share an experience, 
tell a story, or provide information (Khoo & Abidin, 2014). 
Speeches should be carefully planned out and delivered with 
sincerity if they are to effectively convey knowledge. Therefore, 
when constructing a speech, cohesion, and coherence are crucial 
factors to consider (Xiang, 2022).

Halliday (1985) argues that the textual function of the 
clause is to construct a message, and the thematic structure is the 
basic form of the clause’s organisation as a message. In the similar 
vein, Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) point out that a clause 
has the character of a message and the flow of discourse that is 
presented through thematic structures. The thematic structure, 
which consists of theme and rheme, aids the clause in realising 
its textual meaning. The theme is the focal point of the message, 
making it stand out, while the rheme that follows it provides 
new information (Xiang, 2022). These elements are used to help 
readers interpret the message’s meaning.

2.2. Classification of themes
Simple theme is a structural element that consists of a single 

topical element (Halliday, 1985). It’s also known as a topical 
theme and is divided into unmarked and marked topical themes. 
When the subject is in the theme position, an unmarked topical 
theme occurs, whereas a marked topical theme highlights the ad-
junct or complement as the theme. When a clause contains more 
than one theme, it is said to have multiple thematic structure 
(Halliday, 1994). Textual theme is identified when continuity ad-
juncts or conjunctions are used, whereas interpersonal theme is 
established when interpersonal elements such as modal adjuncts 
occupy the thematic position (Eggins, 2004). When the ele-

ments of transitivity are positioned as the theme, the topical 
theme is realised. Unmarked topical themes are more likely to 
have multiple themes than marked topical themes. From the per-
spective of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), these thematic 
choices play a significant role in determining the text’s 
coherence. 

2.3. Cohesive devices 
SFL views language as a vast network of choices that are in-

tertwined within the language system, which functions as a tool-
box for creating meaning through grammatical and lexical choic-
es (Halliday, 2007). Cohesion is an internal element that assists 
readers in connecting meaning within a text and creates a sense 
of connectedness. Cohesive devices, which can be classified as 
grammatical or lexical cohesion, are used to achieve this connect-
edness (Wu, 2010).

2.4. Grammatical cohesion
The relationship between grammatical elements, such as ref-

erences, substitutions, ellipsis, and conjunctions, is referred to as 
grammatical cohesion. Personal, demonstrative, and comparative 
references are defined by Halliday and Hasan (1976) as any as-
sociation between an element and its source. Personal reference 
employs pronouns to refer to a specific individual, whereas 
demonstrative reference employs articles or adverbs to identify 
the reference. Indirectly, comparative reference refers to similar 
referential devices such as adjectives and adverbs. Conjunctions, 
on the other hand, are features that connect sentences and estab-
lish semantic relationships. Rostambeik Tafreshi et al. (2017) di-
vides conjunctions into additive, adversative, causal, and tempo-
ral categories. Substitution is the process of replacing one ele-
ment with another in a noun phrase, verb phrase, or clause. 
Nominal substitution is the process of replacing a noun phrase 
with one, ones, or same. Verbal substitution involves replacing a 
verb phrase with various forms of do, whereas clausal substitu-
tion involves replacing a clause with so or not. Ellipsis is the 
omission of words or clauses in a sentence without changing the 
meaning of the text. Halliday & Matthiessen (2014) divide ellip-
sis into three types: nominal, verbal, and clausal.

2.5. Lexical cohesion
Lexical cohesion is the strategic use of lexis to create cohe-

sion in a text. Reiteration and collocation are the devices at work. 
Halliday and Hasan (1976) also assert that reiteration includes 
repetition, synonyms, superordinate, and general nouns. Repeti-
tion is the most common lexical cohesion device (Helfer et al., 
2018). A synonym is a type of reiteration in which other words 
with similar meanings replace or repeat the preceding word. Fi-
nally, superordinate and general nouns group words into more 
inclusive or general categories. Furthermore, Dejica-Cartis & 
Cozma (2013), states that collocation achieves cohesion through 
the association and relationship between lexical items that co-oc-
cur frequently. Collocation can be achieved by using words from 
the same series, such as colours, numbers, months, and more, 

insufficient in producing cohesion. Thematic organisation is cru-
cial for structuring messages and improving the connections be-
tween ideas in texts. Thematic structure is crucial for structuring 
a text and examining its coherence and cohesion (Dejica-Cartis 
& Cozma, 2013). In a study on the thematic organisation of 
Barack Obama’s press conference, Kuswoyo (2016) found that 
speakers can structure their speeches effectively using thematic 
organisation to ensure consistency and coherence. It was ex-
plained that a clause’s theme directs readers to the message con-
tained within it, and the coherence of the texts grabs their atten-
tion. Additionally, it was noted in Arunsirot (2013) that when 
the information flow from theme to rheme is not properly con-
trolled by inexperienced writers like students, readers will find 
it difficult to follow the progression of the ideas in the text.

Discourse facilitates transactions, moves information, and 
builds relationships (Yule & Brown, 1986). Organisation, lan-
guage choices, and presentation skills are essential for a success-
ful speech because they help to avoid misunderstandings. Like-
wise, Crossley et al. (2010) assert that cohesion is essential for 
enhancing comprehension and making speech messages more 
understandable. Cohesive techniques and thematic organisation 
help create speeches that are clear and understandable. Also, 
Slagell (2009) states that speeches delivered by leaders are in-
tended to persuade, uplift, inform, and educate the audiences. 
Similarly, Kuznetsova (2020) highlights that the lack of effective 
international tools and guidance in managing the current 
Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the need for a standardised 
and functional global governance system. The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), which emphasises the significance of pan-
demic prevention and response, plays a crucial role in assisting 
politicians in their decision-making processes with scientific and 
technical advice.

WHO plays a significant role in global health governance by 
leading and coordinating international health efforts through co-
operation between countries. International cooperation is essen-
tial for controlling the Covid-19 pandemic. WHO promotes uni-
versal healthcare, establishes health standards and guidelines for 
nations to follow when managing the pandemic, and sets legally 
binding international regulations for pandemic responses. Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the Director General (DG), 
speaks at meetings and media briefings to update the public on 
the pandemic’s latest developments and to discuss vaccinations, 

guidelines, and the virus itself. Speeches by Dr Tedros must be 
carefully crafted to prevent confusion and misunderstandings. 
Concerning the importance of the role of WHO and the speech-
es presented by the DG, using the SFL analytical framework, this 
research aims to analyse the coherence of the speeches on the 
progress of the Covid-19 vaccine by DG of WHO in terms of the 
use of cohesive devices and thematic structures of the speech 
given the medium of communication, be it written or spoken 
will affect the use of cohesion and cohesive (Neumann & Fest, 
2016).

Generally, the audience or listeners would be able to under-
stand and relate with the speaker if the speech was well organ-
ised (Wu, 2010). However, Forey & Sampson (2017) have 
claimed that it may not always be true as the speakers may lack 
context and knowledge on relating and connecting the issues 
mentioned which causes them to not comprehend and have dis-
agreements with the speaker. Therefore, the concept of textual 
meta-function was introduced and analysed to help the audience 
understand the message in the speech (Forey & Sampson, 
2017). The textual metafunction deals with cohesion and the-
matic structures and gives an understanding how the message is 
structured through coherence and organisation of language. Sub-
sequently, it was stated in the study conducted by He (2020) 
that the aspects of cohesion and coherence are not widely ex-
plored in spoken discourses. It was also mentioned that while the 
research on speech discourse is small, most of it only consists of 
political speeches and other types of speeches were given little 
consideration (Lan, 2020).

Chen (2018) stated that a coherent text is cohesive, unified, 
and easily understood by readers. Hence, with cohesion only can 
the text become coherent. In the study conducted by Bello-Os-
agie et al. (2018), it was stated that cohesion also functions to 
create semantic links within texts that help to encode meaning 
which would aid the readers to easier comprehend the text. In 
addition, Mahlberg (2006) mentioned that the uniformity of the 
text is usually built up by cohesion, namely grammatical and lex-
ical cohesion. In regard to the significance of cohesion, it has 
been a popular topic studied by many researchers (He, 2020).

However, it was reported that students still had problems 
understanding the concept and the use of grammatical cohesion 
and lexical cohesion which causes them to make errors especial-
ly with the use of collocation and repetition (Rostambeik 
Tafreshi et al., 2017). The researcher has explained that the rea-
son would possibly be that less attention is being paid to both as-
pects of cohesion. This statement could be supported by re-
searchers such as Al-Ghazalli and Majli (2019), Chen (2018), as 
their studies focused on only one aspect of cohesion which has 
seemingly caused an inclination on the analysis of lexical cohe-
sion. Xiang (2022) has suggested future researchers analyse 
both aspects of cohesion to obtain a more in-depth analysis. 
Therefore, to grasp the concepts of cohesion, both grammatical 
cohesion and lexical cohesion should be analysed and studied.

On a different note, the SFL framework has been employed 
in numerous studies to analyse the construction, meaning and 

‘The textual metafunction deals with cohesion and 
thematic structures and gives an understanding how 
the message is structured through coherence and 
organisation of language. Subsequently, it was stated 
in the study conducted by He (2020) that the aspects of 
cohesion and coherence are not widely explored in 
spoken discourses. It was also mentioned that while the 
research on speech discourse is small, most of it only 
consists of political speeches and other types of 
speeches were given little consideration’
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3.3. Sampling method
Purposive sampling was used to select the 12 speech texts 

because they are relevant to the research topic and fall within a 
specific time frame (Creswell, 2014). As samples are better 
matched to the research aims and objectives, this method im-
proves the trustworthiness of the data and results (Campbell et 
al., 2020). This ensures that the data in the study is valid. Sam-
sudin (2020), for example, used the same sampling method to 
answer their research questions.

3.4. Research instruments
Google Sheets was used to analyse thematic structures in this 

study, while AntConc was employed to analyse grammatical and 
lexical cohesion. Google Sheets is a good platform for categorising 
themes and calculating occurrences, whereas AntConc is a free 

and user-friendly software for analysing large amounts of text 
data. Fischer-Starcke (2010) emphasised AntConc’s utility in de-
tecting patterns and frequencies between textual objects. Ant-
Conc\s Word List and Collocates tools were used to calculate the 
occurrences of each cohesive device.

3.5. Data collection 
The researchers obtained the speech texts for analysis from 

the WHO official website. The researcher searched the website 
archives for speeches within the specified time frame. The re-
searcher then used the keyword vaccine to find speeches related 
to the research topic. The text of the speeches was downloaded 
and converted to Microsoft Word documents.

The total number of words of each speech is presented in 
Table 1 below.

proximity, such as doctor and ill, or even antonyms. There is also 
activity-related collocation, in which the lexical items are related 
or known as ‘natural language’ (Dejica-Cartis & Cozma, 2013).

As explained by Klebanov et al. (2007), cohesion is an im-
portant aspect to consider in both written and spoken materials 
because it aids in achieving clear comprehension. In a study of 
language use in radio interviews, Bello-Osagie et al. (2018) dis-
covered that grammatical and lexical cohesion were used to 
make connections in texts, with the latter being used more fre-
quently. As cohesion devices, demonstrative references, conjunc-
tions, and repetitions were frequently used to present arguments 
logically and systematically. The study also discovered that the 
interviewer used simple linear themes to make his speech coher-
ent, whereas the interviewees tended to use derivative themes 
in their utterances. Overall, the use of cohesive devices and the-
matic structures aided in the creation of a coherent discourse 
from the radio interviews.

2.6. Thematic structure and progression patterns
Lan (2020) used the thematic structure and progression pat-

terns theory to study Queen Elizabeth II’s speech during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Findings of the study showed that un-
marked themes were commonly used because they assisted the 
audience in easily comprehending the main idea. The pronouns I 
and we were frequently used as themes, with I emphasising the 
Queen’s authority and responsibility and we instilling in the au-
dience a sense of solidarity with the Queen in the fight against 
the virus. Furthermore, the speech contained marked themes, 
with time-marked themes being the most frequently used. The 
background focus of the clause was provided by marked themes, 
which improved coherence and audience engagement. The 
speech focused primarily on ideational themes, followed by tex-
tual themes, with only a few instances of interpersonal themes. 
Likewise, Liu and Zhang (2018) examined President Trump’s 
victory speech and found that the president employed simple 
and unmarked themes frequently by using pronouns as the 
Themes to establish a connection with the audience and high-
light the sense of unity while not neglecting his identity as the 
president.

On a different note, Dou and Zhao (2018) examined Ivanka 
Trump’s speech and discovered that simple themes dominated 
half of it, and the rest of the speech was made up of multiple 

themes that were a mix of interpersonal, textual, and topical 
themes. AlAfnan (2022) examined Trump’s and Biden’s inaugu-
ration speech and discovered that repetition was used to empha-
sise messages, collocation was used to make the speech more dy-
namic, and lexical devices were used to emphasise feelings and 
expression for clarity. Klebanov et al. (2007) examined political 
speeches and discovered that personal references and additive 
conjunctions were the most used cohesive devices, with compar-
ative references used to compare situations. Dummy subjects, 
such as it, there, or this helped emphasise themes and manage se-
mantic meanings of the text (Alwan, 2018). Olajoke (2015) ex-
amined an inaugural speech and discovered that key word repe-
tition, synonyms, superordination, and collocation were used to 
highlight key issues, add impactful meanings, and ensure cohe-
sion. Abdeen (2018) discovered that collocation assisted in iden-
tifying recurring themes in the text.

3. METHODOLOGY
3.1. Research design
The descriptive qualitative research design was used in this 

study to examine the use of cohesive devices in a text. Descrip-
tive qualitative research generates descriptive data such as 
words or sentences to explain the research findings. Inductively, 
the research problem was investigated and explained. Zainuddin 
(2018) used this research design to examine text cohesion in 
previous studies. In addition, the study employed corpus analysis 
with the AntConc software to generate and calculate the occur-
rences of cohesive devices.

3.2. Sample
The sample chosen and analysed are speech texts of WHO 

DG Dr Tedros Adhanom, which are accessible on the WHO’s of-
ficial website. To keep the samples homogeneous, only speeches 
titled ‘Director General’s opening remarks at the Covid-19 media 
briefing’ were chosen for analysis. Another reason for choosing 
this speech is that it discusses the Covid-19 vaccine, which is the 
subject of this study. WHO plays an important role in coordinat-
ing global health governance (Hope, 2010), so the speeches de-
livered by their DG are informative and beneficial to the public, 
which is one of the main reasons the researcher chose these 
speech texts (AlAfnan, 2022). The researchers retrieved and an-
alysed a total of 12 speech texts ranging in date from December 
4th to January 29th, 2021.

To justify the time frame for the speeches, the researcher dis-
covered that since the first day of administration of Covid-19 
vaccination began on December 3rd in the United Kingdom, the 
12 speeches within the time frame determined to focus more on 
vaccine updates and progress. In terms of the number of speech-
es, Mahlberg (2006), and Wu (2010) who conducted cohesion 
analysis on speech texts only focused on and analysed one 
speech text. This study aimed to retrieve insightful data to suffi-
ciently discover and answer the research problem and to achieve 
data saturation (Creswell, 2014), so the researchers analysed 12 
speech texts.

‘The descriptive qualitative research design was used in 
this study to examine the use of cohesive devices in a 
text. Descriptive qualitative research generates 
descriptive data such as words or sentences to explain 
the research findings. Inductively, the research problem 
was investigated and explained. Zainuddin (2018) used 
this research design to examine text cohesion in 
previous studies. In addition, the study employed 
corpus analysis with the AntConc software to generate 
and calculate the occurrences of cohesive devices’

Table 1
Word count of the 12 speeches 

SPEACH No. WORD COUNT

1 988

2 1126

3 902

4 744

5 1333

6 1395

7 904

8 919

9 674

10 802

11 852

12 976

Total 11615

3.6. Data analysis 
To address the research objectives and questions, the re-

searcher used Halliday and Hasan’s (1976) theoretical frame-
work to analyse thematic structures and cohesive devices in the 
12 speeches. AntConc was used to determine the frequencies 
and occurrences of cohesive devices, while Google Sheets was 
used analyse thematic organisation. The sentences of each 
speech are arranged accordingly, line-by-line for a more conve-
nient analysis and to illustrate a clearer presentation. The 
themes were classified into interpersonal, textual, marked 

topical, and unmarked topical themes, and tabulated the frequen-
cy distributions in a table. Also, cohesive devices were classified 
and AntConc was used to attain the occurrences of the devices, 
as well as Google Sheets to list and tabulate the findings. We 
read the speeches repeatedly to carefully identify each cohesive 
device used, and the analysis of each device was listed down in 
the respective column.

The researcher used Abdeen’s (2018) collocation analysis 
method to categorise the most frequently repeated nouns into 
relevant themes.
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3.3. Sampling method
Purposive sampling was used to select the 12 speech texts 

because they are relevant to the research topic and fall within a 
specific time frame (Creswell, 2014). As samples are better 
matched to the research aims and objectives, this method im-
proves the trustworthiness of the data and results (Campbell et 
al., 2020). This ensures that the data in the study is valid. Sam-
sudin (2020), for example, used the same sampling method to 
answer their research questions.

3.4. Research instruments
Google Sheets was used to analyse thematic structures in this 

study, while AntConc was employed to analyse grammatical and 
lexical cohesion. Google Sheets is a good platform for categorising 
themes and calculating occurrences, whereas AntConc is a free 

and user-friendly software for analysing large amounts of text 
data. Fischer-Starcke (2010) emphasised AntConc’s utility in de-
tecting patterns and frequencies between textual objects. Ant-
Conc\s Word List and Collocates tools were used to calculate the 
occurrences of each cohesive device.

3.5. Data collection 
The researchers obtained the speech texts for analysis from 

the WHO official website. The researcher searched the website 
archives for speeches within the specified time frame. The re-
searcher then used the keyword vaccine to find speeches related 
to the research topic. The text of the speeches was downloaded 
and converted to Microsoft Word documents.

The total number of words of each speech is presented in 
Table 1 below.

proximity, such as doctor and ill, or even antonyms. There is also 
activity-related collocation, in which the lexical items are related 
or known as ‘natural language’ (Dejica-Cartis & Cozma, 2013).

As explained by Klebanov et al. (2007), cohesion is an im-
portant aspect to consider in both written and spoken materials 
because it aids in achieving clear comprehension. In a study of 
language use in radio interviews, Bello-Osagie et al. (2018) dis-
covered that grammatical and lexical cohesion were used to 
make connections in texts, with the latter being used more fre-
quently. As cohesion devices, demonstrative references, conjunc-
tions, and repetitions were frequently used to present arguments 
logically and systematically. The study also discovered that the 
interviewer used simple linear themes to make his speech coher-
ent, whereas the interviewees tended to use derivative themes 
in their utterances. Overall, the use of cohesive devices and the-
matic structures aided in the creation of a coherent discourse 
from the radio interviews.

2.6. Thematic structure and progression patterns
Lan (2020) used the thematic structure and progression pat-

terns theory to study Queen Elizabeth II’s speech during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Findings of the study showed that un-
marked themes were commonly used because they assisted the 
audience in easily comprehending the main idea. The pronouns I 
and we were frequently used as themes, with I emphasising the 
Queen’s authority and responsibility and we instilling in the au-
dience a sense of solidarity with the Queen in the fight against 
the virus. Furthermore, the speech contained marked themes, 
with time-marked themes being the most frequently used. The 
background focus of the clause was provided by marked themes, 
which improved coherence and audience engagement. The 
speech focused primarily on ideational themes, followed by tex-
tual themes, with only a few instances of interpersonal themes. 
Likewise, Liu and Zhang (2018) examined President Trump’s 
victory speech and found that the president employed simple 
and unmarked themes frequently by using pronouns as the 
Themes to establish a connection with the audience and high-
light the sense of unity while not neglecting his identity as the 
president.

On a different note, Dou and Zhao (2018) examined Ivanka 
Trump’s speech and discovered that simple themes dominated 
half of it, and the rest of the speech was made up of multiple 

themes that were a mix of interpersonal, textual, and topical 
themes. AlAfnan (2022) examined Trump’s and Biden’s inaugu-
ration speech and discovered that repetition was used to empha-
sise messages, collocation was used to make the speech more dy-
namic, and lexical devices were used to emphasise feelings and 
expression for clarity. Klebanov et al. (2007) examined political 
speeches and discovered that personal references and additive 
conjunctions were the most used cohesive devices, with compar-
ative references used to compare situations. Dummy subjects, 
such as it, there, or this helped emphasise themes and manage se-
mantic meanings of the text (Alwan, 2018). Olajoke (2015) ex-
amined an inaugural speech and discovered that key word repe-
tition, synonyms, superordination, and collocation were used to 
highlight key issues, add impactful meanings, and ensure cohe-
sion. Abdeen (2018) discovered that collocation assisted in iden-
tifying recurring themes in the text.

3. METHODOLOGY
3.1. Research design
The descriptive qualitative research design was used in this 

study to examine the use of cohesive devices in a text. Descrip-
tive qualitative research generates descriptive data such as 
words or sentences to explain the research findings. Inductively, 
the research problem was investigated and explained. Zainuddin 
(2018) used this research design to examine text cohesion in 
previous studies. In addition, the study employed corpus analysis 
with the AntConc software to generate and calculate the occur-
rences of cohesive devices.

3.2. Sample
The sample chosen and analysed are speech texts of WHO 

DG Dr Tedros Adhanom, which are accessible on the WHO’s of-
ficial website. To keep the samples homogeneous, only speeches 
titled ‘Director General’s opening remarks at the Covid-19 media 
briefing’ were chosen for analysis. Another reason for choosing 
this speech is that it discusses the Covid-19 vaccine, which is the 
subject of this study. WHO plays an important role in coordinat-
ing global health governance (Hope, 2010), so the speeches de-
livered by their DG are informative and beneficial to the public, 
which is one of the main reasons the researcher chose these 
speech texts (AlAfnan, 2022). The researchers retrieved and an-
alysed a total of 12 speech texts ranging in date from December 
4th to January 29th, 2021.

To justify the time frame for the speeches, the researcher dis-
covered that since the first day of administration of Covid-19 
vaccination began on December 3rd in the United Kingdom, the 
12 speeches within the time frame determined to focus more on 
vaccine updates and progress. In terms of the number of speech-
es, Mahlberg (2006), and Wu (2010) who conducted cohesion 
analysis on speech texts only focused on and analysed one 
speech text. This study aimed to retrieve insightful data to suffi-
ciently discover and answer the research problem and to achieve 
data saturation (Creswell, 2014), so the researchers analysed 12 
speech texts.

‘The descriptive qualitative research design was used in 
this study to examine the use of cohesive devices in a 
text. Descriptive qualitative research generates 
descriptive data such as words or sentences to explain 
the research findings. Inductively, the research problem 
was investigated and explained. Zainuddin (2018) used 
this research design to examine text cohesion in 
previous studies. In addition, the study employed 
corpus analysis with the AntConc software to generate 
and calculate the occurrences of cohesive devices’

Table 1
Word count of the 12 speeches 

SPEACH No. WORD COUNT

1 988

2 1126

3 902

4 744

5 1333

6 1395

7 904

8 919

9 674

10 802

11 852

12 976

Total 11615

3.6. Data analysis 
To address the research objectives and questions, the re-

searcher used Halliday and Hasan’s (1976) theoretical frame-
work to analyse thematic structures and cohesive devices in the 
12 speeches. AntConc was used to determine the frequencies 
and occurrences of cohesive devices, while Google Sheets was 
used analyse thematic organisation. The sentences of each 
speech are arranged accordingly, line-by-line for a more conve-
nient analysis and to illustrate a clearer presentation. The 
themes were classified into interpersonal, textual, marked 

topical, and unmarked topical themes, and tabulated the frequen-
cy distributions in a table. Also, cohesive devices were classified 
and AntConc was used to attain the occurrences of the devices, 
as well as Google Sheets to list and tabulate the findings. We 
read the speeches repeatedly to carefully identify each cohesive 
device used, and the analysis of each device was listed down in 
the respective column.

The researcher used Abdeen’s (2018) collocation analysis 
method to categorise the most frequently repeated nouns into 
relevant themes.
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4. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND
Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) propose that SFL is a theo-

retical perspective that denotes language as a ‘semiotic system’ 
and examines the connections between linguistic features and 

social contexts. When analysing social contexts, the approach is 
also used to learn how language is used to achieve objectives. 
The theoretical framework that was modified for this study is 
shown below (Figure 1).

5.2. Topical themes 
About the theoretical framework, the topical or simple 

themes are the unmarked topical theme and marked topical 
theme. Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) have explained that 
unmarked topical theme is realised when the subject is placed as 
the theme whereas the marked topical theme highlights the ad-
junct or the complement as the theme. The following tables are 
extracts from the speeches which provide some evidence of the 
analysis (Tables 3, 4, 5).

Unmarked topical themes are represented in Table 3 by the 
subject, which are usually nouns or noun phrases such as the 
Covid-19 pandemic, or pronouns such as we that are placed in 
thematic position, while the remaining information is considered 
the rheme. Marked topical themes, on the other hand, draw at-
tention to the message’s adjunct or complement. For instance, 
the marked theme is categorised as a hypothetical condition in 
the extract S2/L54. It functions as a complement at the end of 
the phrase, highlighting a particular instance or situation. The 
message is further emphasised or nuanced by this overt motif. 
The subject theme indicated for extract S5/L15 is ‘On 4 Feb-
ruary’. This sentence serves as a time adjunct by designating a 
certain moment in time. The highlighting of the temporal setting 
in which the event or action indicated in the rheme occurred is 
made easier by the usage of this marked theme. Additionally, the 
topical theme of extract S6/L33 is ‘To break chains of transmis-
sion’. This conditional adjunct expresses the sentence’s goal or 

objective. It draws attention to the intended result or objective 
connected with the actions specified in the rheme. Together 
with the rheme, these theme patterns aid in directing audience 
comprehension and streamlining material in the speeches.

5.3. Textual themes
As the theme of the clause, textual theme is realised using 

continuity adjuncts or conjunctions (Halliday & Matthiessen, 
2014). This type of theme is frequently seen paired with other 
themes, particularly unmarked topical themes, to form clauses 
with multiple themes.

The structure of the textual topics found in the speeches is 
greatly influenced by conjunctions and conjunctive adjuncts. 
Conjunctive adjuncts and conjunctions like first, and, and but as 
well as other linguistic tools help the audience and readers fol-
low the discourse by giving the clauses a clear direction. The tex-
tual theme is frequently combined with unmarked topical 
themes to form a multiple theme clause. In the above examples, 
the unmarked topical themes we and WHO are coupled with the 
textual themes first and and respectively, to provide a cohesive 
message that connects the subject of discussion with further in-
formation. A conjunction like but may occasionally be used to di-
vide two complete clauses, each with its own subject and com-
plement. For instance, the conjunction but which introduces a 
contrasting aspect, follows the textual theme ‘I know it’s tiring’ in 
speech S6/L29. The organisation and coherence of the speeches 

Figure 1. Theoretical framework adapted from Halliday (1994) and Halliday and Hasan (1976)

As previously stated, SFL asserts that language has three 
metafunctions: ideational, interpersonal, and textual, which are 
all reflected in a vast system network in the process of giving 
texts their intended meaning. Halliday (1985) holds that textual 
metafunction, in particular, explains how a clause is organised as 
a message and how it contributes to the structure’s coherence 
and cohesiveness. Furthermore, as proposed by Halliday (1985), 
the mode of communication is directly related to textual meta-
function. In communication, people express their meaning by us-
ing specific clause structures that reveal the speaker’s or writer’s 
idea (Xiang, 2022). Clearly, cohesive elements and thematic or-
ganisation are the key elements of how textual metafunction is 
achieved (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014).

5. STUDY RESULTS
5.1. Thematic structure 
Table 2 summarises the findings of research question one. 

The table depicts the frequencies of occurrences for interperson-
al themes, textual themes, and both topical themes in each 
speech. The total scores and percentages are calculated and 
shown below (Table 2). Table 2 contains a quantitative analysis 

of the thematic structure of twelve speeches delivered by an un-
known speaker. Interpersonal Theme, Textual Theme, Marked 
Topical Theme, and Unmarked Topical Theme are the four 
types of thematic structures examined in this study. The table 
shows the number of times each thematic structure appears in 
each speech, as well as the total number of times it appears in all 
twelve speeches. The Interpersonal Theme appears the least, 
with a total of 61 occurrences which accounts for a total of 0.5% 
of the total word. This implies that the speaker places little em-
phasis on interpersonal relationships in their speeches. The Tex-
tual Theme, on the other hand, appears more frequently, with 
151 occurrences across all twelve speeches, accounting for 1.3% 
of the total word count. This indicates that the speaker is more 
concerned with the organisation and structure of their speech. 
The frequency of Marked Topical Theme and Unmarked Topi-
cal Theme was recorded 152 and 466 times, respectively, with 
the latter occurring almost twice as frequently as the former. 
Topical Themes appear 618 times in total, both marked and un-
marked, accounting for 5.3% of the total word count. These find-
ings imply that the speaker places a high value on the topics cov-
ered in their speeches.

Table 2
Occurrences of each thematic structure in the 12 speeches 

SPEECH INTERPERSONAL THEME TEXTUAL THEME

1 2 13

2 2 18

3 2 10

4 2 9

5 5 17

6 5 23

7 2 14

8 1 11

9 3 8

10 10 10

11 12 10

12 15 8

Total occurrences 61 151

Total occurrences/ 
word count (%)

0.5% 1.3%

MARKED TOPICAL THEME

13

16

10

10

19

16

12

12

7

9

14

14

152

1.3%

UNMARKED TOPICAL THEME

32

52

34

33

33

58

40

43

34

28

37

42

466

4%
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social contexts. When analysing social contexts, the approach is 
also used to learn how language is used to achieve objectives. 
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analysis (Tables 3, 4, 5).

Unmarked topical themes are represented in Table 3 by the 
subject, which are usually nouns or noun phrases such as the 
Covid-19 pandemic, or pronouns such as we that are placed in 
thematic position, while the remaining information is considered 
the rheme. Marked topical themes, on the other hand, draw at-
tention to the message’s adjunct or complement. For instance, 
the marked theme is categorised as a hypothetical condition in 
the extract S2/L54. It functions as a complement at the end of 
the phrase, highlighting a particular instance or situation. The 
message is further emphasised or nuanced by this overt motif. 
The subject theme indicated for extract S5/L15 is ‘On 4 Feb-
ruary’. This sentence serves as a time adjunct by designating a 
certain moment in time. The highlighting of the temporal setting 
in which the event or action indicated in the rheme occurred is 
made easier by the usage of this marked theme. Additionally, the 
topical theme of extract S6/L33 is ‘To break chains of transmis-
sion’. This conditional adjunct expresses the sentence’s goal or 

objective. It draws attention to the intended result or objective 
connected with the actions specified in the rheme. Together 
with the rheme, these theme patterns aid in directing audience 
comprehension and streamlining material in the speeches.

5.3. Textual themes
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with multiple themes.
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the unmarked topical themes we and WHO are coupled with the 
textual themes first and and respectively, to provide a cohesive 
message that connects the subject of discussion with further in-
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vide two complete clauses, each with its own subject and com-
plement. For instance, the conjunction but which introduces a 
contrasting aspect, follows the textual theme ‘I know it’s tiring’ in 
speech S6/L29. The organisation and coherence of the speeches 
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metafunctions: ideational, interpersonal, and textual, which are 
all reflected in a vast system network in the process of giving 
texts their intended meaning. Halliday (1985) holds that textual 
metafunction, in particular, explains how a clause is organised as 
a message and how it contributes to the structure’s coherence 
and cohesiveness. Furthermore, as proposed by Halliday (1985), 
the mode of communication is directly related to textual meta-
function. In communication, people express their meaning by us-
ing specific clause structures that reveal the speaker’s or writer’s 
idea (Xiang, 2022). Clearly, cohesive elements and thematic or-
ganisation are the key elements of how textual metafunction is 
achieved (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014).

5. STUDY RESULTS
5.1. Thematic structure 
Table 2 summarises the findings of research question one. 

The table depicts the frequencies of occurrences for interperson-
al themes, textual themes, and both topical themes in each 
speech. The total scores and percentages are calculated and 
shown below (Table 2). Table 2 contains a quantitative analysis 

of the thematic structure of twelve speeches delivered by an un-
known speaker. Interpersonal Theme, Textual Theme, Marked 
Topical Theme, and Unmarked Topical Theme are the four 
types of thematic structures examined in this study. The table 
shows the number of times each thematic structure appears in 
each speech, as well as the total number of times it appears in all 
twelve speeches. The Interpersonal Theme appears the least, 
with a total of 61 occurrences which accounts for a total of 0.5% 
of the total word. This implies that the speaker places little em-
phasis on interpersonal relationships in their speeches. The Tex-
tual Theme, on the other hand, appears more frequently, with 
151 occurrences across all twelve speeches, accounting for 1.3% 
of the total word count. This indicates that the speaker is more 
concerned with the organisation and structure of their speech. 
The frequency of Marked Topical Theme and Unmarked Topi-
cal Theme was recorded 152 and 466 times, respectively, with 
the latter occurring almost twice as frequently as the former. 
Topical Themes appear 618 times in total, both marked and un-
marked, accounting for 5.3% of the total word count. These find-
ings imply that the speaker places a high value on the topics cov-
ered in their speeches.

Table 2
Occurrences of each thematic structure in the 12 speeches 

SPEECH INTERPERSONAL THEME TEXTUAL THEME

1 2 13

2 2 18

3 2 10

4 2 9

5 5 17

6 5 23

7 2 14
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9 3 8
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Total occurrences 61 151

Total occurrences/ 
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speech S10/L34. The words Thank you and Please are used in 
the following examples, speech S11/L43 and S12/L37, as modal 
adjuncts in the theme position. By expressing gratitude and mak-
ing a request, these modal adjuncts draw the audience in and 
build a bond. These phrases support the interpersonal themes by 
expressing messages of recognition, solidarity, and invitation to 
shared experiences. The interpersonal theme is further en-
hanced by the use of imperative and declarative phrases, in 
which the imperative clauses in particular encouraging the audi-
ence to act. Clearly, these speeches make use of interpersonal 
themes to build rapport, recognise other people’s contributions, 
and foster a feeling of engagement and connection between the 
speaker and the audience. 5.5. Cohesive devices 

Table 6 below demonstrates the overall occurrences of each 
cohesive device. The results of the analysis of a few selected co-
hesive devices will be further explained with supplemental fig-
ures. The table shows the total number of times the DG used co-
hesive devices in 12 speeches. Cohesive devices are divided into 
two types: grammatical cohesion devices and lexical cohesion de-
vices. Reference, conjunction, substitution, and ellipsis are exam-
ples of grammatical cohesion devices, whereas repetition, syn-
onym, superordinate, general noun, and collocation are examples 
of lexical cohesion devices. The table shows that repetition is the 
most frequently used cohesive device in the speeches, account-
ing for 7,490 occurrences and accounting for 77.5% of all cohe-
sive devices used. This implies that the DG emphasised repeat-

edly important ideas and concepts to make sure that the audi-
ence comprehends the message being conveyed. With the occur-
rences of 680 and 669, respectively, reference and conjunction 
are the most used grammatical cohesion devices. This suggests 
that DG frequently uses pronouns and conjunctions in their 
speeches to establish coherence and connect his ideas.

The use of substitution and ellipsis, on the other hand, is 
sparse, with only seven occurrences altogether. This implies that 
DG employs lesser devices to create cohesion in his speeches. 
With 211 and 139 occurrences, respectively, synonym and su-
perordinate are the highest lexical cohesion devices used. This 
suggests that DG frequently employs these devices to create co-
herence by employing words with similar meanings or words 
that belong to a larger category.

are improved by the employment of conjunctions and conjunc-
tive adjuncts in organising the textual themes. By establishing 
connections between words or sentences, transitions, and priori-
ties, these language tools direct the audience and readers. 

5.4. Interpersonal themes 
Eggins (2004) proposed that when categories of modal ad-

juncts are positioned at the thematic position, the clause is struc-
tured with the interpersonal theme. While the use of the inter-
personal theme is minimal, the following will present a few ex-
amples of the few occurrences. Numerous interpersonal themes 
are included in the excerpt stated. The interpersonal theme Hen-
rietta is employed as a vocative adjunct to address as referred in 

Table 3
Extract from speeches as examples for topical themes

SPEECH/ 
LABEL

MARKED TOPICAL THEME UNMARKED TOPICAL THEME

S2/L54 If you live in an area with 
high transmission,

S3/L14 We all

S5/L15 On 4 February,

S6/L17 The COVID-19 pandemic

S6/L33 To break chains of 
transmission,

S8/L7 Governments, manufacturers, civil 
society, religious and community 
leaders

RHEME

please take every precaution to keep yourself 
and others safe.

owe a huge debt of gratitude to the nurses and 
midwives who are often the first and only health 
professionals present to treat and comfort the 
sick and dying and bring new life into the world.

WHO released the first global preparedness and 
response plan for COVID-19 based on the latest 
scientific evidence.

has shown us once again how a new infectious 
virus puts those with underlying conditions at 
highest risk of dying.

we must identify and find those who are 
infected, provide the care they need and help 
them truly isolate safely.

must come together to create the greatest mass 
mobilization in history for equitable vaccination.

Table 4 
Extract from speeches as examples for textual theme with unmarked topical theme

SPEECH/LABEL TEXTUAL THEME UNMARKED TOPICAL 
THEME

S2/L6 First, we

S5/L12 And WHO

S6/L29 I

but it

RHEME

face an immediate funding gap of US$4.3 billion to procure 
vaccines for the most needy countries.

convened the Strategic Technical Advisory Group for Infectious 
Hazards and the Global Alert and Response Network.

know it’s tiring,

’s many times worse for those working or being treated in an 
overcrowded hospital, or for people who have had their cancer 
treatment postponed.

Table 5 
Extract from speeches as examples for interpersonal theme

SPEECH/LABEL INTERPERSONAL THEME RHEME

S10/L34 Henrietta, thank you as always for your close partnership.

S11/L43 Thank you for your partnership and support over the past year.

S12/L37 Please tell us about your experience working through the pandemic.

Table 6 
Total occurrences of each cohesive device used in all 12 speeches

TYPES OF COHESIVE DEVICES OCCURRENCES PERCENTAGE

Substitution 7 0.1%

General noun 91 0.9%

Repetition 7490 77.5%

Conjunction 669 6.9%

Grammatical cohesion devices 680 7.0%

Lexical cohesion devices 441 4.6%

Reference 373 3.9%

Collocation 373 3.9%

Synonym 211 2.2%

Superordinate 139 1.4%

A corpus analysis of cohesion in World Health Organization speeches by the Director General on Covid-19 vaccination

by Mika Nakajima, Kam-Fong Lee and Mansour AminiVolume 7 Issue 2, 2023, pp. 39-54                                                                                                                                                                                                                       doi: 10.22363/2521-442X-2023-7-2-39-54

46   Training, Language and Culture    Training, Language and Culture   47



Training, Language and Culture                                                                                                                                         Professional Communication: Inquiries into Language Across Borders

speech S10/L34. The words Thank you and Please are used in 
the following examples, speech S11/L43 and S12/L37, as modal 
adjuncts in the theme position. By expressing gratitude and mak-
ing a request, these modal adjuncts draw the audience in and 
build a bond. These phrases support the interpersonal themes by 
expressing messages of recognition, solidarity, and invitation to 
shared experiences. The interpersonal theme is further en-
hanced by the use of imperative and declarative phrases, in 
which the imperative clauses in particular encouraging the audi-
ence to act. Clearly, these speeches make use of interpersonal 
themes to build rapport, recognise other people’s contributions, 
and foster a feeling of engagement and connection between the 
speaker and the audience. 5.5. Cohesive devices 

Table 6 below demonstrates the overall occurrences of each 
cohesive device. The results of the analysis of a few selected co-
hesive devices will be further explained with supplemental fig-
ures. The table shows the total number of times the DG used co-
hesive devices in 12 speeches. Cohesive devices are divided into 
two types: grammatical cohesion devices and lexical cohesion de-
vices. Reference, conjunction, substitution, and ellipsis are exam-
ples of grammatical cohesion devices, whereas repetition, syn-
onym, superordinate, general noun, and collocation are examples 
of lexical cohesion devices. The table shows that repetition is the 
most frequently used cohesive device in the speeches, account-
ing for 7,490 occurrences and accounting for 77.5% of all cohe-
sive devices used. This implies that the DG emphasised repeat-

edly important ideas and concepts to make sure that the audi-
ence comprehends the message being conveyed. With the occur-
rences of 680 and 669, respectively, reference and conjunction 
are the most used grammatical cohesion devices. This suggests 
that DG frequently uses pronouns and conjunctions in their 
speeches to establish coherence and connect his ideas.

The use of substitution and ellipsis, on the other hand, is 
sparse, with only seven occurrences altogether. This implies that 
DG employs lesser devices to create cohesion in his speeches. 
With 211 and 139 occurrences, respectively, synonym and su-
perordinate are the highest lexical cohesion devices used. This 
suggests that DG frequently employs these devices to create co-
herence by employing words with similar meanings or words 
that belong to a larger category.

are improved by the employment of conjunctions and conjunc-
tive adjuncts in organising the textual themes. By establishing 
connections between words or sentences, transitions, and priori-
ties, these language tools direct the audience and readers. 

5.4. Interpersonal themes 
Eggins (2004) proposed that when categories of modal ad-

juncts are positioned at the thematic position, the clause is struc-
tured with the interpersonal theme. While the use of the inter-
personal theme is minimal, the following will present a few ex-
amples of the few occurrences. Numerous interpersonal themes 
are included in the excerpt stated. The interpersonal theme Hen-
rietta is employed as a vocative adjunct to address as referred in 
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S6/L17 The COVID-19 pandemic

S6/L33 To break chains of 
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S8/L7 Governments, manufacturers, civil 
society, religious and community 
leaders

RHEME

please take every precaution to keep yourself 
and others safe.

owe a huge debt of gratitude to the nurses and 
midwives who are often the first and only health 
professionals present to treat and comfort the 
sick and dying and bring new life into the world.

WHO released the first global preparedness and 
response plan for COVID-19 based on the latest 
scientific evidence.

has shown us once again how a new infectious 
virus puts those with underlying conditions at 
highest risk of dying.

we must identify and find those who are 
infected, provide the care they need and help 
them truly isolate safely.

must come together to create the greatest mass 
mobilization in history for equitable vaccination.
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Extract from speeches as examples for textual theme with unmarked topical theme
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S2/L6 First, we

S5/L12 And WHO

S6/L29 I

but it

RHEME

face an immediate funding gap of US$4.3 billion to procure 
vaccines for the most needy countries.

convened the Strategic Technical Advisory Group for Infectious 
Hazards and the Global Alert and Response Network.

know it’s tiring,

’s many times worse for those working or being treated in an 
overcrowded hospital, or for people who have had their cancer 
treatment postponed.

Table 5 
Extract from speeches as examples for interpersonal theme

SPEECH/LABEL INTERPERSONAL THEME RHEME

S10/L34 Henrietta, thank you as always for your close partnership.

S11/L43 Thank you for your partnership and support over the past year.

S12/L37 Please tell us about your experience working through the pandemic.

Table 6 
Total occurrences of each cohesive device used in all 12 speeches

TYPES OF COHESIVE DEVICES OCCURRENCES PERCENTAGE

Substitution 7 0.1%

General noun 91 0.9%

Repetition 7490 77.5%

Conjunction 669 6.9%
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5.6. Reference 
Any association between an element and its source is known 

as a reference (Halliday & Hasan, 1976). There are personal, 
demonstrative, and comparative references. The reference de-
pends on the use of pronouns, articles, or adverbs.

Table 7 provides an analysis of the use of pronouns in this 
study. The table depicts the four types of pronouns, namely: first 
person, second person, third person, and demonstrative pro-
nouns, including the frequency and percentage of each type of 
pronoun used. Findings reported that the First-Person Pronoun 
category appeared to be the highest-use pronoun, accounting for 
50% of all pronoun occurrences, with we as the most used pro-
noun in this category, accounting for 25.0%. This finding implies 
that DG wishes to connect with the readers by emphasising 
their shared involvement or responsibility in the presented ideas 
or findings. Besides, the Second Person Pronoun accounts for 

15% of all pronoun occurrences, with you being the most fre-
quently used pronoun (10.6%). This indicates that DG includes 
some level of interaction with the readers or audience, address-
ing them directly and establishing a personal connection. The 
Third Person Pronoun category accounts for 27% of all pronoun 
occurrences, with it being the most frequently used pronoun 
(13.1%) in this category. The relative frequency of this pronoun 
indicates that the manuscript prefers to refer to things or con-
cepts in a more objective manner rather than emphasising indi-
viduals or groups of people. The Demonstrative Pronoun catego-
ry accounts for 9% of all pronoun occurrences, with this being 
the most used pronoun (5.1%). These pronouns are used in the 
study to refer to specific things or concepts, emphasising their 
relevance or importance to the overall argument or findings. The 
number of occurrences and percentage count of various pro-
nouns used for references in the speeches are shown in Table 8.

Table 7 
Occurrences and percentage of pronouns used for references

TYPE OF PRONOUN PRONOUN OCCURRENCE

First person pronoun I 78

me 1

my 14

our 42

ourselves 2

us 32

we 170

Sub-total 339

Second person pronoun you 72

your 20

yours 5

yourself 2

Sub-total 99

Third person pronoun her 2

his 1

they 23

it 89

its 14

itself 2

their 33

them 17

Sub-total 181

Demonstrative pronoun that 5

there 17

these 4

this 35

Sub-total 61

Total Occurrences 680

PERCENTAGE

11.5%

0.1%

2.1%

6.2%

0.3%

4.7%

25.0%

50%

10.6%

2.9%

0.7%

0.3%

15%

0.3%

0.1%

3.4%

13.1%

2.1%

0.3%

4.9%

2.5%

27%

0.7%

2.5%

0.6%

5.1%

9%

100%

Table 8 
Dominant pronouns and their associated references

PRONOUN REFERENCE EXAMPLE FROM SPEECH

we everyone/public S7/L45: Remember, ending this pandemic is one of humanity’s great races, and whether we like it or not, we 
will win or lose this race.

WHO S7/L2: COVAX – set up by GAVI, CEPI and WHO in April last year – has now secured contracts of 2 billion 
doses of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, which we are ready to roll out as soon as the vaccines are 
delivered.

it dummy subj S11/L38: It’s my sincere wish that all governments pay careful attention to this study.

the pandemic S12/L14 We will not end the pandemic anywhere until we end it everywhere.

the virus S7/L17 This is normal of every virus but at present we’re helping it thrive if we don’t reduce transmission and 
vaccinate equitably.

I DG S9/L21 I came into public health because I wanted to ensure that everyone everywhere has access to quality 
health services.

you audience S6/L3 In our first briefing of 2021, I want to take a quick step back and tell you what’s going to be coming up 
in the next few weeks.

Professor S11/L35 Professor, thank you for this important work, and thank you for joining us today.

Harriet S12/L36 Harriet, thank you so much for joining us today.

Findings showed that the references used comprised of the 
four dominant pronouns, we is used to refer to both the public 
and the WHO. The pronoun we is assumed to refer to the organ-
isation since DG gave these speeches. The pronoun We is used 
to include the audience in the discussion, highlighting group re-
sponsibility and cooperation The speeches mostly use the pro-
noun it as a dummy subject. The pandemic or the virus, which 
are the main subjects of discussion, are also mentioned in the 
speeches. When speaking directly to the audience, the pronoun 

you is used. It creates a sense of solidarity between the speaker 
and the audience. The pronoun you is also used to refer to the 
audience mentioned in speeches. The pronoun I is mostly used 
to refer to DG, who is the main speaker in all the speeches. Final-
ly, the pronoun you refers to the audience, but it can also refer to 
the guests of the speeches, such as Professor or Harriet. These 
pronouns appear to be effective in delivering clear communica-
tion and promotes a sense of diversity and audience 
participation.
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5.6. Reference 
Any association between an element and its source is known 

as a reference (Halliday & Hasan, 1976). There are personal, 
demonstrative, and comparative references. The reference de-
pends on the use of pronouns, articles, or adverbs.

Table 7 provides an analysis of the use of pronouns in this 
study. The table depicts the four types of pronouns, namely: first 
person, second person, third person, and demonstrative pro-
nouns, including the frequency and percentage of each type of 
pronoun used. Findings reported that the First-Person Pronoun 
category appeared to be the highest-use pronoun, accounting for 
50% of all pronoun occurrences, with we as the most used pro-
noun in this category, accounting for 25.0%. This finding implies 
that DG wishes to connect with the readers by emphasising 
their shared involvement or responsibility in the presented ideas 
or findings. Besides, the Second Person Pronoun accounts for 

15% of all pronoun occurrences, with you being the most fre-
quently used pronoun (10.6%). This indicates that DG includes 
some level of interaction with the readers or audience, address-
ing them directly and establishing a personal connection. The 
Third Person Pronoun category accounts for 27% of all pronoun 
occurrences, with it being the most frequently used pronoun 
(13.1%) in this category. The relative frequency of this pronoun 
indicates that the manuscript prefers to refer to things or con-
cepts in a more objective manner rather than emphasising indi-
viduals or groups of people. The Demonstrative Pronoun catego-
ry accounts for 9% of all pronoun occurrences, with this being 
the most used pronoun (5.1%). These pronouns are used in the 
study to refer to specific things or concepts, emphasising their 
relevance or importance to the overall argument or findings. The 
number of occurrences and percentage count of various pro-
nouns used for references in the speeches are shown in Table 8.

Table 7 
Occurrences and percentage of pronouns used for references

TYPE OF PRONOUN PRONOUN OCCURRENCE

First person pronoun I 78

me 1

my 14

our 42

ourselves 2

us 32

we 170

Sub-total 339

Second person pronoun you 72

your 20

yours 5

yourself 2

Sub-total 99

Third person pronoun her 2

his 1

they 23

it 89

its 14

itself 2

their 33

them 17

Sub-total 181

Demonstrative pronoun that 5

there 17

these 4

this 35

Sub-total 61

Total Occurrences 680

PERCENTAGE

11.5%

0.1%

2.1%

6.2%

0.3%

4.7%

25.0%

50%

10.6%

2.9%

0.7%

0.3%

15%

0.3%

0.1%

3.4%

13.1%

2.1%

0.3%

4.9%

2.5%

27%

0.7%

2.5%

0.6%

5.1%

9%

100%

Table 8 
Dominant pronouns and their associated references

PRONOUN REFERENCE EXAMPLE FROM SPEECH

we everyone/public S7/L45: Remember, ending this pandemic is one of humanity’s great races, and whether we like it or not, we 
will win or lose this race.

WHO S7/L2: COVAX – set up by GAVI, CEPI and WHO in April last year – has now secured contracts of 2 billion 
doses of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, which we are ready to roll out as soon as the vaccines are 
delivered.

it dummy subj S11/L38: It’s my sincere wish that all governments pay careful attention to this study.

the pandemic S12/L14 We will not end the pandemic anywhere until we end it everywhere.

the virus S7/L17 This is normal of every virus but at present we’re helping it thrive if we don’t reduce transmission and 
vaccinate equitably.

I DG S9/L21 I came into public health because I wanted to ensure that everyone everywhere has access to quality 
health services.

you audience S6/L3 In our first briefing of 2021, I want to take a quick step back and tell you what’s going to be coming up 
in the next few weeks.

Professor S11/L35 Professor, thank you for this important work, and thank you for joining us today.

Harriet S12/L36 Harriet, thank you so much for joining us today.

Findings showed that the references used comprised of the 
four dominant pronouns, we is used to refer to both the public 
and the WHO. The pronoun we is assumed to refer to the organ-
isation since DG gave these speeches. The pronoun We is used 
to include the audience in the discussion, highlighting group re-
sponsibility and cooperation The speeches mostly use the pro-
noun it as a dummy subject. The pandemic or the virus, which 
are the main subjects of discussion, are also mentioned in the 
speeches. When speaking directly to the audience, the pronoun 

you is used. It creates a sense of solidarity between the speaker 
and the audience. The pronoun you is also used to refer to the 
audience mentioned in speeches. The pronoun I is mostly used 
to refer to DG, who is the main speaker in all the speeches. Final-
ly, the pronoun you refers to the audience, but it can also refer to 
the guests of the speeches, such as Professor or Harriet. These 
pronouns appear to be effective in delivering clear communica-
tion and promotes a sense of diversity and audience 
participation.
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5.7. Conjunction
Halliday and Hasan (1976) define conjunctions as features 

that link sentences together to create semantic relations. There 
are four categories – additive, adversative, causal, and temporal. 
Table 9 presents the occurrences, percentages, and a few exam-
ples used in each category. The most common sort of conjunc-
tions in the talks were additive conjunctions, like and or and for 
instance. They appeared 535 times in total, accounting approxi-
mately 80% of all conjunctions. The second most frequent type 
of conjunctions were causal conjunctions, which include so, be-
cause and if. Findings showed that 49 of these were used, ac-

counting for 7.3% of all conjunctions. In the speeches, adverse 
conjunctions, such as but, however and yet were used 48 times, 
accounting for 7.2% of all conjunctions. The least often used con-
junctions were temporal conjunctions, like while, as and since. It 
was reported 37 times, accounting for 5.5% of all conjunctions. 
These results demonstrate the use of additive conjunctions, 
which suggests a propensity for speeches to emphasise inclusion 
and addition. In order to communicate cause-and-effect linkages 
and contrast, respectively, causal conjunctions and adversative 
conjunctions were used. The use of temporal conjunctions to 
link events or denote temporal links was generally limited.

Table 9 
Categories and total occurrences of conjunction used

CONJUNCTION OCCURRENCES PERCENTAGE

Additive 535 80.0%

Adversative 48 7.2%

Causal 49 7.3%

Temporal 37 5.5%

Total 669 100%

EXAMPLES

and, or, for example

but, however, yet

so, because, if

as, while, since

5.8. Repetition 
Olajoke (2015) mentions that repetition is simply the act of 

repeating the same words or phrases. The repeated words are 
categorised into the categories as shown in Table 10 below 
which shows each occurrence, percentages, and examples.

The analysis of word repetition in various categories shows 
that nouns made up 22.7% of all repeats, making them the most 
often repeated words in the speeches. These repeated nouns in-
clude vaccine, health, and countries. Verbs and prepositions were 
also repeatedly used, making up 19.6% and 15.4%, respectively. 
Adjectives, determiners, pronouns, and adverbs were less fre-
quently used. Numbers, on the other hand, were the least re-
peated category, with only 34 occurrences and a weightage of 
0.5%. In the speeches, repeated numbers such as one, hundred, 
and thousand were used to convey amounts. These results high-
light the significance of nouns and functional words in communi-
cating the speeches’ messages, while numbers were only margin-
ally significant in terms of repetition.

5.9. Collocation 
McCarthy (1991) claims that collocation can be discovered 

through the association and relationship between the lexical 
items which co-occur regularly or are of a similar series such as 
colours, numbers, and months. The table below presents a de-

tailed illustration of the number of themes, and nouns along with 
percentages in each speech.

The nouns that are frequently collocated with the six 
Covid-19 themes of vaccines, health, economies, time, rights, and 
country are shown in the table. Within the context of the theme 
of vaccines, the most collocated nouns include Covid-19, pan-
demic-world, doses, measure, rollout, virus, and a few others. 
Considering the pandemic, these nouns highlight the significance 
of vaccine efficacy and distribution. Besides, the WHO, ACT-Ac-
celerator, care, and hospital are the common collocations in the 
health theme, signifying the crucial roles of healthcare facilities 
and public health organisations in response to the pandemic. 
Other collocation to the noun associated with the economies 
theme are workers and funds which indicate that the economy 
affects people and societies in time of the pandemic. As for the 
time theme, the common collocations include year, days, week, 
and today, which reflect the temporal dimension and duration of 
the pandemic while for the rights theme, collocations such as 
choice and voice are found which are mostly related to empha-
sising the liberties and rights of the people considering the pan-
demic. The last theme is the country theme in which the council, 
people, and leaders are the collocations observed which bring 
forward the concepts of the importance of involving national 
and international institutions to fight against the pandemic.

Table 10 
Word categorisation and total occurrences of repetition analysed 

CATEGORIES TOTAL OCCURRENCES PERCENTAGE

Adjectives 421 5.6%

Adverbs 306 4.1%

Conjunctions 635 8.5%

Determiners 1030 13.8%

Nouns 1698 22.7%

Numbers 34 0.5%

Prepositions 1471 19.6%

Pronouns 742 9.9%

Verbs 1153 15.4%

Total 7490 100

EXAMPLES

important, effective, new

more, together, quickly

and, but, because

a, an, the

vaccine, Covid-19, health

one, hundred, thousand

to, of, for

I, we, which

ensure, protect, spread

Table 11
Nouns Collocated with the themes derived from the categorisation of nouns in speech 10

NO. THEME NOUNS COLLOCATED WITH THE THEME

1. Vaccine Covid-19, pandemic- world, doses, measure, rollout, virus, COVAX, readiness, risk, supply, transmission, vaccination, vaccine

2. Health WHO, ACT- Accelerator, care, hospital (place, capacity, facility)

3. Economies workers, funds

4. Time year, days, week, today

5. Rights choice, voice

6. Country council, people, leaders

6. DISCUSSION
The current study's findings are consistent with those re-

ported in previous research. For example, findings showed that 
topical themes were the most used, followed by textual themes 
and there were limited use of interpersonal themes in the 
speeches of the DG. These findings supported Forey & Samp-
son’s (2017) study. Similar with that of Lan (2020) and Harman 
(2013), the studies attributed the high occurrence of unmarked 
topical themes to its simple and direct structure, which aids audi-
ence comprehension. Likewise, supported by Dou and Zhao 
(2018), the use of simple themes could avoid complex elements 
that may cause misunderstandings or confusion. Findings also 
suggest that noun phrases or pronouns were positioned as the 
theme, which was a common occurrence as reported in Lan’s 
(2020) study. In table 4.2, the S3/L14 extract uses the phrase we 
all, which refers to not only WHO the organisation is, but also to 

the audiences and readers. This finding corroborates with Har-
man’s (2013) study which reported that the use of the pronoun 
we creates a sense of togetherness and fosters close relationships 
between the speaker and the audience. While it was discovered 
in this study that marked topical themes had fewer occurrences 
than unmarked topical themes, they are significant because as 
suggested by Xiang (2022), marked themes are structured to 
shape text organisation that produces coherence to the text.

Another important finding was the use of themes manifested 
by noun phrases and pronouns. These findings are consistent 
with the findings of Lan’s (2020) study. Similarly, Harman 
(2013) highlighted that the use of we all in a speech fosters a 
sense of togetherness and creates a closer relationship between 
the speaker and the audience. Also, marked topical themes, 
which highlight specific elements such as settings, were found to 
be less frequent but still significant for creating coherence in the 
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5.7. Conjunction
Halliday and Hasan (1976) define conjunctions as features 

that link sentences together to create semantic relations. There 
are four categories – additive, adversative, causal, and temporal. 
Table 9 presents the occurrences, percentages, and a few exam-
ples used in each category. The most common sort of conjunc-
tions in the talks were additive conjunctions, like and or and for 
instance. They appeared 535 times in total, accounting approxi-
mately 80% of all conjunctions. The second most frequent type 
of conjunctions were causal conjunctions, which include so, be-
cause and if. Findings showed that 49 of these were used, ac-

counting for 7.3% of all conjunctions. In the speeches, adverse 
conjunctions, such as but, however and yet were used 48 times, 
accounting for 7.2% of all conjunctions. The least often used con-
junctions were temporal conjunctions, like while, as and since. It 
was reported 37 times, accounting for 5.5% of all conjunctions. 
These results demonstrate the use of additive conjunctions, 
which suggests a propensity for speeches to emphasise inclusion 
and addition. In order to communicate cause-and-effect linkages 
and contrast, respectively, causal conjunctions and adversative 
conjunctions were used. The use of temporal conjunctions to 
link events or denote temporal links was generally limited.

Table 9 
Categories and total occurrences of conjunction used

CONJUNCTION OCCURRENCES PERCENTAGE

Additive 535 80.0%

Adversative 48 7.2%

Causal 49 7.3%

Temporal 37 5.5%

Total 669 100%

EXAMPLES

and, or, for example

but, however, yet

so, because, if

as, while, since

5.8. Repetition 
Olajoke (2015) mentions that repetition is simply the act of 

repeating the same words or phrases. The repeated words are 
categorised into the categories as shown in Table 10 below 
which shows each occurrence, percentages, and examples.

The analysis of word repetition in various categories shows 
that nouns made up 22.7% of all repeats, making them the most 
often repeated words in the speeches. These repeated nouns in-
clude vaccine, health, and countries. Verbs and prepositions were 
also repeatedly used, making up 19.6% and 15.4%, respectively. 
Adjectives, determiners, pronouns, and adverbs were less fre-
quently used. Numbers, on the other hand, were the least re-
peated category, with only 34 occurrences and a weightage of 
0.5%. In the speeches, repeated numbers such as one, hundred, 
and thousand were used to convey amounts. These results high-
light the significance of nouns and functional words in communi-
cating the speeches’ messages, while numbers were only margin-
ally significant in terms of repetition.

5.9. Collocation 
McCarthy (1991) claims that collocation can be discovered 

through the association and relationship between the lexical 
items which co-occur regularly or are of a similar series such as 
colours, numbers, and months. The table below presents a de-

tailed illustration of the number of themes, and nouns along with 
percentages in each speech.

The nouns that are frequently collocated with the six 
Covid-19 themes of vaccines, health, economies, time, rights, and 
country are shown in the table. Within the context of the theme 
of vaccines, the most collocated nouns include Covid-19, pan-
demic-world, doses, measure, rollout, virus, and a few others. 
Considering the pandemic, these nouns highlight the significance 
of vaccine efficacy and distribution. Besides, the WHO, ACT-Ac-
celerator, care, and hospital are the common collocations in the 
health theme, signifying the crucial roles of healthcare facilities 
and public health organisations in response to the pandemic. 
Other collocation to the noun associated with the economies 
theme are workers and funds which indicate that the economy 
affects people and societies in time of the pandemic. As for the 
time theme, the common collocations include year, days, week, 
and today, which reflect the temporal dimension and duration of 
the pandemic while for the rights theme, collocations such as 
choice and voice are found which are mostly related to empha-
sising the liberties and rights of the people considering the pan-
demic. The last theme is the country theme in which the council, 
people, and leaders are the collocations observed which bring 
forward the concepts of the importance of involving national 
and international institutions to fight against the pandemic.

Table 10 
Word categorisation and total occurrences of repetition analysed 

CATEGORIES TOTAL OCCURRENCES PERCENTAGE

Adjectives 421 5.6%

Adverbs 306 4.1%

Conjunctions 635 8.5%

Determiners 1030 13.8%

Nouns 1698 22.7%

Numbers 34 0.5%

Prepositions 1471 19.6%

Pronouns 742 9.9%

Verbs 1153 15.4%

Total 7490 100
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important, effective, new

more, together, quickly
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Nouns Collocated with the themes derived from the categorisation of nouns in speech 10

NO. THEME NOUNS COLLOCATED WITH THE THEME

1. Vaccine Covid-19, pandemic- world, doses, measure, rollout, virus, COVAX, readiness, risk, supply, transmission, vaccination, vaccine

2. Health WHO, ACT- Accelerator, care, hospital (place, capacity, facility)
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4. Time year, days, week, today

5. Rights choice, voice

6. Country council, people, leaders

6. DISCUSSION
The current study's findings are consistent with those re-

ported in previous research. For example, findings showed that 
topical themes were the most used, followed by textual themes 
and there were limited use of interpersonal themes in the 
speeches of the DG. These findings supported Forey & Samp-
son’s (2017) study. Similar with that of Lan (2020) and Harman 
(2013), the studies attributed the high occurrence of unmarked 
topical themes to its simple and direct structure, which aids audi-
ence comprehension. Likewise, supported by Dou and Zhao 
(2018), the use of simple themes could avoid complex elements 
that may cause misunderstandings or confusion. Findings also 
suggest that noun phrases or pronouns were positioned as the 
theme, which was a common occurrence as reported in Lan’s 
(2020) study. In table 4.2, the S3/L14 extract uses the phrase we 
all, which refers to not only WHO the organisation is, but also to 

the audiences and readers. This finding corroborates with Har-
man’s (2013) study which reported that the use of the pronoun 
we creates a sense of togetherness and fosters close relationships 
between the speaker and the audience. While it was discovered 
in this study that marked topical themes had fewer occurrences 
than unmarked topical themes, they are significant because as 
suggested by Xiang (2022), marked themes are structured to 
shape text organisation that produces coherence to the text.

Another important finding was the use of themes manifested 
by noun phrases and pronouns. These findings are consistent 
with the findings of Lan’s (2020) study. Similarly, Harman 
(2013) highlighted that the use of we all in a speech fosters a 
sense of togetherness and creates a closer relationship between 
the speaker and the audience. Also, marked topical themes, 
which highlight specific elements such as settings, were found to 
be less frequent but still significant for creating coherence in the 
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speeches. Interpersonal themes, which convey feelings and ap-
preciation, were present in the speeches studied, but were used 
less frequently used than topical themes. This finding is never-
theless in contrast with Dou and Zhao’s (2018) study which re-
ported that interpersonal themes were more frequently ob-
served than topical themes. To add, Xiang (2022) also main-
tained that their study did not observe the use of interpersonal 
themes at all due to the nature of inauguration addresses exam-
ined. The differences in findings could be attributed to the differ-
ent themes and nature of the samples examined. Overall, this 
study discovered that topical themes were used the most in the 
speeches, while interpersonal themes were used the least. DG 
holds a high position that necessitates maintaining a certain level 
of professionalism and neutrality. The speeches might be crafted 
to support the speaker's capacity as an organisation representa-
tive, placing an emphasis on objectivity and eliminating preju-
dices or subjective opinions. By using this strategy, the speeches 
are made to appear credible and authoritative, reinforcing the 
speaker's position as a leader in global health. 

On the other hand, the results revealed that the two most 
common devices for grammatical cohesion were reference and 
conjunction, with substitution having a limited use which are 
similar with past studies. Mahlberg (2006), for example, found 
that other than lexical cohesion devices, references were the 
most frequently used devices. Furthermore, Klebanov et al. 
(2007) found that personal references were the prevalent cohe-
sive devices used in the political speeches to avoid repetition. 
Not only that, Alwan (2018) supported that several pronouns, 
such as it, there, and this, are used to refer to dummy subjects that 
have no lexical meaning and only serve to meet the structural 
and semantic needs of clauses.

Similarly, the high occurrences of conjunctions in the present 
study are in line with that of Olajoke (2015), Wu (2010) and 
Klebanov et al. (2007), especially additive conjunctions. Among 
the other adverbial conjunctions analysed, such as however, yet 
and in contrast, but was found to be the most frequently used 
but there appeared limited use of substitution and ellipsis in this 
study. One possible reason of the sparse use of ellipsis could be 
contributed to the general pattern for formal addresses, typically 
by a key person like DG of WHO. It was hard to deduce that it 
was deliberately used less frequently as the use of ellipsis is 
rather context dependent. Although ellipsis can generate pauses 
in the speech by omitting certain words or phrases, allowing the 
audience to fill in the gaps, it, however, was not appropriate for 
the DG to deliver such an important address to the international 
audiences, leaving them to fill in any incorrect information.

Although these grammatical cohesion devices were not fre-
quently used, they were still useful in avoiding redundancy and 
excessive repetition to produce a more coherent flow to the sam-
ples analysed. The DG may have used repetition frequently as 
part of a rhetorical approach to highlight important points and 
make an impression on the audience that would enhance in their 
minds. Repetition can make key ideas more salient and clearer, 
strengthen the speaker’s message, and promote audience com-

prehension and retention. Repetition can be an effective persua-
sion technique since it makes a speech more interesting and re-
membered. Clausal substitution, which is the process of replac-
ing an item with another clause using so or not, was realised 
more in the cases where substitution was used in this study. 

Additionally, AlAfnan (2022) reported that lexical cohesive 
devices were dominant devices used in speeches. The same 
study suggested that lexical cohesive devices can be used to em-
phasise feelings and expressions in speeches for better compre-
hension by listeners or audiences. Furthermore, Mahlberg 
(2006) highlighted that repetition plays a significant role and is 
used more frequently and explained that the devices function to 
emphasise specific messages, particularly those concerning ur-
gent or significant issues, to instil a sense of urgency in the audi-
ences. According to Olajoke (2015), it was reported that there 
was minimal use of synonyms, superordinate, and collocation in 
speeches. These findings did, however, explain that, despite 
their limited use, these devices play important roles in ensuring 
speech cohesion. As explained by AlAfnan (2022), the use of 
collocations enhances the dynamics of a speech.

Finally, the Systemic Functional Linguistic (SFL) framework 
(Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014), which emphasises the features 
of language utilised in a social context, was validated by the re-
sults of the current study. SFL analyses various ways of employ-
ing linguistic components to fulfil diverse social responsibilities 
and posits that language is a source of meaning making. As seen 
in the speeches by the DG of WHO, coherence and cohesion as 
documents through different linguistics cues contributed to the 
speeches’ increased significance in addressing the Covid-19 vac-
cine administration issue. Likewise, the topic of the speeches 
contained interpersonal themes, which is one strategy for engag-
ing listeners. This is consistent with Eggins’ (2004) study, which 
found that the majority of central ideas are articulated using 
modal adjuncts in the they position.

7. CONCLUSION
This study sought to better understand the thematic organi-

sation and cohesive devices employed in the speeches given by 
the Director General (DG) of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). The study found that unmarked topical themes were 
used the most frequently in speeches for their directness in con-
veying the main message, while marked topical themes were 
useful for emphasising certain elements. Lexical cohesion de-
vices were used more frequently than grammatical cohesion de-
vices, with repetition being the most common device used for 
emphasising urgent or significant issues, followed by references, 
conjunctions, and collocation. The findings of the study suggest 
that thematic structure and cohesive devices are two essential el-
ements in producing coherence and cohesive in a speech to 
gauge a better understanding of the content delivered. These 
findings are following that of Halliday and Hasan (1976) which 
highlight the same findings. Importantly, DG’s delivery of infor-
mation is made easier for the audience to understand and partici-
pate in (Chen, 2018).

This study provides a few theoretical implications. First, this 
study fills a gap and adds to the body of knowledge about using 
thematic structure and cohesive devices to produce cohesion, 
which could be useful for future research in the field. This re-
search has the potential to broaden and deepen our understand-
ing of cohesion in speech discourses. Thematic structures and co-
hesive devices are rarely studied together as cohesion markers. 
However, it is in fact a good way to better understand the con-
cept of cohesion when all aspects should be considered together. 
Besides, this study provides speakers with useful information on 
how to use various thematic structures and cohesive devices to 
improve coherence in their speeches, allowing audiences to easi-
ly follow and grasp the main points. Given the importance of 
WHO in global health governance, especially during pandemics, 
their addresses must be constructed cohesively, which can be 
achieved through cohesiveness. Consequently, the speeches cho-
sen in the present study emphasised the thematic structures and 
cohesive devices. The findings of this study support the idea that 
thematic structure and cohesive devices denote substantial roles 
in producing cohesion in speeches.

This study also offers several practical implications. First, un-
derstanding the use of thematic structures and cohesive devices 
enables the audience to gain knowledge in analysing the speak-
er’s intention. The findings of this study could benefit writers or 
editors because cohesion structured through these cohesive tools 
creates semantic links within texts, allowing readers to easily un-
derstand the texts. To fully comprehend the concept of cohesion, 
it is beneficial to consider all of its components. Researchers and 
students can gain a more comprehensive understanding of texts’ 
structure and connections by looking at both grammatical and 

lexical cohesion. This integrated approach promotes more effec-
tive communication and comprehension while allowing for a 
deeper examination and appreciation of language use cohesive-
ness. Furthermore, this research could assist English language 
teachers in raising students’ textual awareness of the importance 
of proper thematic structure and cohesive device usage in pro-
ducing cohesion.

Previous studies on cohesion did not investigate both aspects 
of cohesion concurrently. Many studies focused on grammatical 
or lexical cohesion devices, leaving a gap in our understanding of 
cohesion. As a result, future research should consider examining 
both thematic structures and cohesive devices as cohesion mark-
ers in tandem, as demonstrated in this study. Furthermore, fu-
ture research should delve deeper into the use of distinct topical 
or textual themes and their emphasis on various elements, as 
well as the specific roles of less dominant cohesive devices in 
producing cohesion.

Furthermore, future research should investigate different 
types of speeches, such as humorous speeches and wedding 
speeches, to broaden the scope of speech discourse research. 
More speeches collected for analysis could additionally enhance 
the generalisability of findings. Future research may compare 
the speeches studies here with those of other leaders in global 
health as another area of inquiry. Speeches from top officials of 
national or international health organisations, as well as well-
known public health professionals, may be the subject of this 
analysis to examine the distinctive styles of thematic structure 
and cohesive devices used. Overall, this research lays the 
groundwork for future studies aimed at expanding and deepen-
ing the knowledge of cohesion in speech discourses.

References
Abdeen, A. A. (2018). A corpus stylistic analysis of some lexical and 

semantic devices in young adult dystopian fiction. Egyptian 
Journal of English Language & Literature Studies, 9(1), 67-126.

AlAfnan, M. A. (2022). Public discourse: Systemic functional analysis of 
Trump’s and Biden’s inaugural speeches. Journal of Language 
and Linguistic Studies, 18(1), 1-14.

Al-Ghazalli, M. F., & Majli, N. M. (2019). A study of lexical cohesion in 
women’s articles written by native and non-native speakers of 
English. International Journal of English Language and 
Linguistics Research, 7(1), 1-18.

Alwan, Z. H. (2018). A semantic study of dummy subjects in Dickens’ 
novel ‘Hard Times’. International Journal of English Linguistics, 
9(1), 383-388. https://dx.doi.org/10.5539/ijel.v9n1p383

Arunsirot, S. (2013). An analysis of textual metafunction in Thai EFL 
students’ writing. Research on Youth and Language, 7(2), 
160-174.

Bello-Osagie, V. M., Iliya, B., & Rueben, M. (2018). Cohesion and 
thematic pattern in ABC, Yola radio interview. Angewandte 
Chemie International Edition, 6(11), 951-952.

Campbell, S., Greenwood, M., Prior, S., Shearer, T., Walkem, K., Young, 
S., ... & Walker, K. (2020). Purposive sampling: Complex or 
simple? Research case examples. Journal of Research in Nursing, 
25(8), 652-661.

Chen, W. (2018). A critical discourse analysis of Donald Trump’s 
inaugural speech from the perspective of systemic functional 
grammar. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 8(8), 
966-972. https://dx.doi.org/10.17507/tpls.0808.07

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and 
mixed method approaches. Sage.

Crossley, S., Salsbury, T. L., & McNamara, D. S. (2010). The role of 
lexical cohesive devices in triggering negotiations for meaning. 
Issues in Applied Linguistics, 18(1). https://dx.doi.org/10.5070/
L4181005124

Dejica-Cartis, D., & Cozma, M. (2013). Using Theme-Rheme analysis 
for improving coherence and cohesion in target-texts: A 
methodological approach. Procedia – Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, 84, 890-894. https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/J.SBSPRO.20 
13.06.668

Dou, C., & Zhao, S. (2018). An analysis of themes and thematic 
progression patterns in Ivanka Trump’s speech. Studies in 
Literature and Language, 16(3), 62-67.

Eggins, S. (2004). An introduction to systemic functional linguistics. 
Continuum.

Fischer-Starcke, B. (2010). Corpus linguistics in literary analysis: Jane 
Austin and her contemporaries. Continuum. https://dx.doi.org/
10.1515/east-2011-0010

A corpus analysis of cohesion in World Health Organization speeches by the Director General on Covid-19 vaccination

by Mika Nakajima, Kam-Fong Lee and Mansour AminiVolume 7 Issue 2, 2023, pp. 39-54                                                                                                                                                                                                                       doi: 10.22363/2521-442X-2023-7-2-39-54

52   Training, Language and Culture    Training, Language and Culture   53

https://dx.doi.org/10.5539/ijel.v9n1p383
https://dx.doi.org/10.17507/tpls.0808.07
https://dx.doi.org/10.5070/L4181005124
https://dx.doi.org/10.5070/L4181005124
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/J.SBSPRO.2013.06.668
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/J.SBSPRO.2013.06.668
https://dx.doi.org/10.1515/east-2011-0010
https://dx.doi.org/10.1515/east-2011-0010


Training, Language and Culture                                                                                                                                         Professional Communication: Inquiries into Language Across Borders

speeches. Interpersonal themes, which convey feelings and ap-
preciation, were present in the speeches studied, but were used 
less frequently used than topical themes. This finding is never-
theless in contrast with Dou and Zhao’s (2018) study which re-
ported that interpersonal themes were more frequently ob-
served than topical themes. To add, Xiang (2022) also main-
tained that their study did not observe the use of interpersonal 
themes at all due to the nature of inauguration addresses exam-
ined. The differences in findings could be attributed to the differ-
ent themes and nature of the samples examined. Overall, this 
study discovered that topical themes were used the most in the 
speeches, while interpersonal themes were used the least. DG 
holds a high position that necessitates maintaining a certain level 
of professionalism and neutrality. The speeches might be crafted 
to support the speaker's capacity as an organisation representa-
tive, placing an emphasis on objectivity and eliminating preju-
dices or subjective opinions. By using this strategy, the speeches 
are made to appear credible and authoritative, reinforcing the 
speaker's position as a leader in global health. 

On the other hand, the results revealed that the two most 
common devices for grammatical cohesion were reference and 
conjunction, with substitution having a limited use which are 
similar with past studies. Mahlberg (2006), for example, found 
that other than lexical cohesion devices, references were the 
most frequently used devices. Furthermore, Klebanov et al. 
(2007) found that personal references were the prevalent cohe-
sive devices used in the political speeches to avoid repetition. 
Not only that, Alwan (2018) supported that several pronouns, 
such as it, there, and this, are used to refer to dummy subjects that 
have no lexical meaning and only serve to meet the structural 
and semantic needs of clauses.

Similarly, the high occurrences of conjunctions in the present 
study are in line with that of Olajoke (2015), Wu (2010) and 
Klebanov et al. (2007), especially additive conjunctions. Among 
the other adverbial conjunctions analysed, such as however, yet 
and in contrast, but was found to be the most frequently used 
but there appeared limited use of substitution and ellipsis in this 
study. One possible reason of the sparse use of ellipsis could be 
contributed to the general pattern for formal addresses, typically 
by a key person like DG of WHO. It was hard to deduce that it 
was deliberately used less frequently as the use of ellipsis is 
rather context dependent. Although ellipsis can generate pauses 
in the speech by omitting certain words or phrases, allowing the 
audience to fill in the gaps, it, however, was not appropriate for 
the DG to deliver such an important address to the international 
audiences, leaving them to fill in any incorrect information.

Although these grammatical cohesion devices were not fre-
quently used, they were still useful in avoiding redundancy and 
excessive repetition to produce a more coherent flow to the sam-
ples analysed. The DG may have used repetition frequently as 
part of a rhetorical approach to highlight important points and 
make an impression on the audience that would enhance in their 
minds. Repetition can make key ideas more salient and clearer, 
strengthen the speaker’s message, and promote audience com-

prehension and retention. Repetition can be an effective persua-
sion technique since it makes a speech more interesting and re-
membered. Clausal substitution, which is the process of replac-
ing an item with another clause using so or not, was realised 
more in the cases where substitution was used in this study. 

Additionally, AlAfnan (2022) reported that lexical cohesive 
devices were dominant devices used in speeches. The same 
study suggested that lexical cohesive devices can be used to em-
phasise feelings and expressions in speeches for better compre-
hension by listeners or audiences. Furthermore, Mahlberg 
(2006) highlighted that repetition plays a significant role and is 
used more frequently and explained that the devices function to 
emphasise specific messages, particularly those concerning ur-
gent or significant issues, to instil a sense of urgency in the audi-
ences. According to Olajoke (2015), it was reported that there 
was minimal use of synonyms, superordinate, and collocation in 
speeches. These findings did, however, explain that, despite 
their limited use, these devices play important roles in ensuring 
speech cohesion. As explained by AlAfnan (2022), the use of 
collocations enhances the dynamics of a speech.

Finally, the Systemic Functional Linguistic (SFL) framework 
(Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014), which emphasises the features 
of language utilised in a social context, was validated by the re-
sults of the current study. SFL analyses various ways of employ-
ing linguistic components to fulfil diverse social responsibilities 
and posits that language is a source of meaning making. As seen 
in the speeches by the DG of WHO, coherence and cohesion as 
documents through different linguistics cues contributed to the 
speeches’ increased significance in addressing the Covid-19 vac-
cine administration issue. Likewise, the topic of the speeches 
contained interpersonal themes, which is one strategy for engag-
ing listeners. This is consistent with Eggins’ (2004) study, which 
found that the majority of central ideas are articulated using 
modal adjuncts in the they position.

7. CONCLUSION
This study sought to better understand the thematic organi-

sation and cohesive devices employed in the speeches given by 
the Director General (DG) of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). The study found that unmarked topical themes were 
used the most frequently in speeches for their directness in con-
veying the main message, while marked topical themes were 
useful for emphasising certain elements. Lexical cohesion de-
vices were used more frequently than grammatical cohesion de-
vices, with repetition being the most common device used for 
emphasising urgent or significant issues, followed by references, 
conjunctions, and collocation. The findings of the study suggest 
that thematic structure and cohesive devices are two essential el-
ements in producing coherence and cohesive in a speech to 
gauge a better understanding of the content delivered. These 
findings are following that of Halliday and Hasan (1976) which 
highlight the same findings. Importantly, DG’s delivery of infor-
mation is made easier for the audience to understand and partici-
pate in (Chen, 2018).

This study provides a few theoretical implications. First, this 
study fills a gap and adds to the body of knowledge about using 
thematic structure and cohesive devices to produce cohesion, 
which could be useful for future research in the field. This re-
search has the potential to broaden and deepen our understand-
ing of cohesion in speech discourses. Thematic structures and co-
hesive devices are rarely studied together as cohesion markers. 
However, it is in fact a good way to better understand the con-
cept of cohesion when all aspects should be considered together. 
Besides, this study provides speakers with useful information on 
how to use various thematic structures and cohesive devices to 
improve coherence in their speeches, allowing audiences to easi-
ly follow and grasp the main points. Given the importance of 
WHO in global health governance, especially during pandemics, 
their addresses must be constructed cohesively, which can be 
achieved through cohesiveness. Consequently, the speeches cho-
sen in the present study emphasised the thematic structures and 
cohesive devices. The findings of this study support the idea that 
thematic structure and cohesive devices denote substantial roles 
in producing cohesion in speeches.

This study also offers several practical implications. First, un-
derstanding the use of thematic structures and cohesive devices 
enables the audience to gain knowledge in analysing the speak-
er’s intention. The findings of this study could benefit writers or 
editors because cohesion structured through these cohesive tools 
creates semantic links within texts, allowing readers to easily un-
derstand the texts. To fully comprehend the concept of cohesion, 
it is beneficial to consider all of its components. Researchers and 
students can gain a more comprehensive understanding of texts’ 
structure and connections by looking at both grammatical and 

lexical cohesion. This integrated approach promotes more effec-
tive communication and comprehension while allowing for a 
deeper examination and appreciation of language use cohesive-
ness. Furthermore, this research could assist English language 
teachers in raising students’ textual awareness of the importance 
of proper thematic structure and cohesive device usage in pro-
ducing cohesion.

Previous studies on cohesion did not investigate both aspects 
of cohesion concurrently. Many studies focused on grammatical 
or lexical cohesion devices, leaving a gap in our understanding of 
cohesion. As a result, future research should consider examining 
both thematic structures and cohesive devices as cohesion mark-
ers in tandem, as demonstrated in this study. Furthermore, fu-
ture research should delve deeper into the use of distinct topical 
or textual themes and their emphasis on various elements, as 
well as the specific roles of less dominant cohesive devices in 
producing cohesion.

Furthermore, future research should investigate different 
types of speeches, such as humorous speeches and wedding 
speeches, to broaden the scope of speech discourse research. 
More speeches collected for analysis could additionally enhance 
the generalisability of findings. Future research may compare 
the speeches studies here with those of other leaders in global 
health as another area of inquiry. Speeches from top officials of 
national or international health organisations, as well as well-
known public health professionals, may be the subject of this 
analysis to examine the distinctive styles of thematic structure 
and cohesive devices used. Overall, this research lays the 
groundwork for future studies aimed at expanding and deepen-
ing the knowledge of cohesion in speech discourses.
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1. INTRODUCTION
This paper will engage with the evaluation of ways of ex-

pressing a critical attitude in academic discourse. The main point 
will be that evaluation is a key tool in professional communica-
tion and the voicing of evaluation makes it possible to study the 
scientific community and various practices of scientific activity 
in the transfer of knowledge. Evaluation of and variations in 
evaluative language presume socio-communicative competence 
on the part of communicants, in accordance with Hymes’ (1974) 
concept, as well as sociocultural knowledge (see Molodychenko 
& Chernyavskaya, 2022; Molodychenko, 2022; Tcherniavskaia, 
2014). This extends the studies of academic genres and their 
features to a socio-linguistic cross-cultural perspective. The eval-

uative language highlights the academic discourse. Scholars ad-
dress the construction of evaluative meanings in different per-
spectives and under various headings. These refer to the writer’s 
stance towards the subject of the research, the writer’s stance to-
wards other researchers’ views, and the writer’s stance towards 
their personal statements in order to reveal and elucidate their 
personal viewpoint (Biber & Finegan, 1989; Biber, 2006; Gray 
& Biber, 2012; Hood, 2010; Hunston &Thomson, 2000; Sanz, 
2011). Evaluation is considered as the system of linguistic, lexi-
cal and grammatical principles and methods at the discourse se-
mantics level in the framework of Appraisal Theory (Martin & 
White, 2005; Martin & Rose, 2007) and in the conceptions fol-
lowing this theory.
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Evaluation is considered a key tool in professional communication as well as a signal of the communicants’ engagement in professional discourse. Linguistic 
analysis of evaluative devices employed in the professional field is of great importance as it indicates the level of professional reflection in the community which 
in its turn affects the production of a new research result. Considering evaluation is an integral concept of the review, this paper focuses on the pragmatics of 
evaluative language in Russian academic reviewing practice to explore how criticism contributes to the determining and advancing of a new result and what 
kind of linguistic choices are conducive to expressing critical attitude of the peer reviewer. The study introduces an analysis of a corpus of forty Russian book 
reviews in the field of sociology. The structure of the review text was analysed to reveal the contexts with linguistic instances conveying positive and negative 
evaluation by the reviewer (the presented result), the structure, practical value, and applicability of the academic book under review. The instances of criticism 
were identified based on their lexical and grammatical features, and a pragma-semantic analysis was employed to explore the contexts found. Negative 
evaluation was further subcategorised into direct explicit disagreement and indirect negative evaluation (mitigated evaluation). Characteristic strategies of 
mitigated criticism were summarised. The findings show that criticism expressed is often restrained and devoid of direct disagreement with the author. Criticism 
is managed by various evaluative de-intensifiers which serve to tone down and mitigate it. Praise is more prominently used in Russian book reviews to establish 
solidarity. The study outlines the typical strategies of criticism such as limited critical evaluation, critical judgement as an alternative opinion, presenting the 
peer as the collective subject, praise criticism, and default of first-person pronouns in the peer’s identification. The study suggests that reviews should mark and 
advance a new significant result, as an implicit and vague character of evaluation might hinder scientific knowledge transfer and communication between 
specialists.
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