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of alternative definitions of words. For example, on September 
24th, the authors stress the relationship between words and 
breathing and define the noun breath as utterance, speech, and 
voice. The verb breathe can mean speak, utter, and talk. In the au-
thors’ view the modern meaning may lie somewhere in the mid-
dle.

Following the daily quotes and the commentaries that ac-
company them the book lists an index of sources in alphabetical 
order and an abbreviation of the titles for ease of reference. Mac-
beth, for instance is Mac and Romeo and Juliet is RJ. The detailed 
index presents the date, the opening of the quote and the refer-
ence to the play or poem or sonnet. This is followed by an index 
of themes and finally by an index of the openings of the lead 
quotes presented with the date references. 

Although not its intention or part of its methodology, for 
teachers of history and of classical literature Everyday Shake-
speare offers a simple and effective lesson plan every day to in-
troduce students to differences in the way the English language 
was used in medieval times. Look at the book, choose the quota-
tion for the day you are teaching, present it to the class and get 

them to work out what it means. It also offers historians and lan-
guage and English literature specialists a valuable and entertain-
ing source of reference to browse through and help keep them-
selves up to speed.

The authors are not the first to create a daily programme of 
teaching, though maybe it’s a first for Shakespeare. Steven Cov-
ey, author of the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People wrote a cal-
endar of things to do, and His Holiness the Dalai Lama of Tibet 
offered daily topics of meditation, leading to a more fulfilled life. 
So, teachers, it’s time to get on your bikes and start working or, 
as Lady Macbeth put it, when telling guests to leave a royal ban-
quet her husband was hosting, ‘stand not upon the order of your 
going, but go at once’.

Everyday Shakespeare is instructive, entertaining and an en-
joyable source of information which can have a positive impact 
on students and teachers alike both in the classroom and for per-
sonal study. The book is available in print, but an online audio 
version is also available. What next, we ask ourselves? Everyday 
Pushkin, Everyday Goethe and everyday Voltaire or Rousseau? 
I can’t wait!
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Introducing stylistic tools to teach language patterns, cultur-
al references, and meaning based on linguistic textual evidence 
cannot always be a straightforward task. There is a plethora of 
books available but most of them are produced for advanced re-
searchers and native learners of the English language. In fact, 
few stylistic books are accessible to foreign language learners. 
This book under review is written by an EFL Yemeni Professor, 
who comes from a background that allows him to understand 
the difficulties that EFL and ESL learners face. Needless to men-
tion that learners whose native language other than English lack 
the cultural and linguistic competence that might help them as 
readers to analyse, understand and interpret texts correctly.

This book is highly recommended for ESL/EFL teachers 
and students for several practical reasons. First, it offers teachers 
who aim to teach various text types including literary texts (i.e., 
poetry, fiction, drama) and non-literary texts (social media lan-
guage, advertisements, etc.). This book contains many practical 
exercises with key answers. In addition to that, it is suitable for 
advanced-level students and native language learners. Introduc-
ing Stylistic Analysis consists of three parts. Parts 1 and 3 are de-
voted to introducing stylistics both as a linguistic field and as an 
analytical framework. The first part is mainly concerned with 
definitions of stylistics and the main stylistic toolkits that help in 
conducting text analysis. For example, definitions of key terms – 
such as deviation, foregrounding, and style – are presented with 
practical examples to foster readers’ understanding. The last 
part, the third one of the book, entitled The Story of Stylistics, re-
veals the historical journey of the development of the field. Be-
ginning with Russian formalism, a literary criticism and literary 
theory school that flourished in the early 20th century, stylistics 
has been influenced by other contemporary methods to the 

present day. Not only this but also, Part 3 shows future develop-
ment in the field and displays a few textbooks for those who 
wish to immerse themselves with the stylistic experience.

Generally, stylistics’ main concern can be defined in terms 
of authorial and text style. The latter is the main focus of the 
book. This pertains to the examination of how textual choices 
that indicate the overall meaning and impact of a text by consid-
ering the reasons behind the selection of a specific word or ex-
pression from a variety of available options. In addition to that, 
the rationale for choosing a particular structure is highlighted.

Part 2 is the heart of the book. After introducing definitions 
of the key terms in the first part and presenting how stylistics 
developed over the years in the second one, the practical analy-
sis of many text types is exemplified in the middle part. Thus, 
the second part entitled Into the Practice of Stylistics nourishes 
readers with illustrations of textual evidence about each and 
every stylistic term. Furthermore, its importance lies in present-
ing all types of stylistic approaches including the formalist, func-
tional, critical, corpus, feminist, pragmatic, cognitive, and multi-
modal approaches. The interdisciplinarity feature of the disci-
pline enables dealing with various data and appeals for readers 
with different linguistic backgrounds. The author provokes criti-
cal thinking by providing questions to readers. To have some de-
tailed information about each type of the practical section it is 
crucial to reflect on these stylistic divisions. Firstly, functionalist 
stylistics invites readers to examine verbs through transitivity 
processes and agency. Categorising the types of verbs in terms of 
material (doing), verbalisations (saying), mental (thinking, feel-
ing), relational (relation, equivalence), behavioural (behaviour), 
and existential enables us to reveal the way how language pat-
terns are textually constructed.
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News & Events

Specialised Translation Seminar at RUDN University
On June 2, 2023, the Department of Foreign Languages at 

the Faculty of Economics hosted a scientific seminar focused on 
Specialised Translation: Optimising the Teaching Process. The 
seminar featured a presentation and an engaging discussion led 
by Professor Alexandra Anisimova of the Department of English 
Language Studies at the Faculty of Philology, Lomonosov Mos-
cow State University. The primary objective of the seminar was 
to refine the methods used to teach specialised translation. The 
agenda centred around the development of major skills, includ-
ing understanding the role of translating terminology in spe-
cialised translation education, selecting the most appropriate ap-
proach for translating terms, and leveraging a corpus of profes-
sional texts to identify equivalent terms.

Throughout the seminar, participants had the opportunity 
to delve into existing methodologies for translating terms in the 
humanities and socio-political sciences, explore the effective em-
ployment of a professional text corpus when confronted with 
multiple equivalents for a term, and discuss strategies to foster 
student engagement with the subject matter and foster a posi-
tive connection with instructors.

The seminar proved to be an invaluable platform for the 
exchange of ideas and strategies aimed at enhancing the teaching 
of specialised translation. Participants gained valuable insights 
into effective approaches and techniques that can contribute to 
an optimised learning experience in this field.

 
Seminar on Profession-Oriented Communication
The Faculty of Economics’ Department of Foreign Lan-

guages recently hosted a thrilling international scientific seminar 
titled Profession-Oriented Communication and Translation: Scien-
tific and Methodological Aspects. Attendees eagerly delved into 
engaging discussions, all centred around a captivating presenta-
tion on the ever-important topic of the prospects and challenges 
in the context of cross-cultural competence in Business English 
communication skills. The seminar offered an exceptional plat-
form for brilliant minds to exchange ideas and perspectives on 
this crucial aspect of the professional world.

Adding to the seminar’s allure, the organisers had the hon-
our of inviting a distinguished guest speaker Dr Valentina Bud-
inchich, a highly respected professor and the Dean of the Faculty 
of Foreign Languages at Alpha BC University in Belgrade, 
Serbia. Professor Budinchich shared her invaluable expertise, 
captivating the audience with her profound knowledge and 
thought-provoking observations.

The seminar proved to be a melting pot of intellectual cu-
riosity, as participants explored a wide array of topics. One of 
the many highlights was examining the promising avenues and 

hurdles associated with cross-cultural communication in the 
realm of business English. Attendees exchanged views, experi-
ences, and innovative strategies to navigate this ever-evolving 
landscape.

To immortalise the wealth of knowledge and ground-
breaking research presented at the seminar, a remarkable collec-
tion of materials has been published. Indexed by the Russian Sci-
ence Citation Index (RSCI), this compendium features contribu-
tions from the seminar’s attendees, as well as the exceptional 
graduate and MA students of RUDN University. The compila-
tion showcases cutting-edge studies in the fields of phonetics, 
lexicology of professional English, Chinese, and German lan-
guages, speech impact, linguistic pragmatics, translation studies, 
and intercultural communication.

The seminar was a resounding success, leaving participants 
inspired and empowered with fresh insights and innovative ap-
proaches to profession-oriented communication and translation. 
With the stage set for future collaborations, the faculty eagerly 
anticipates even greater breakthroughs in the dynamic field of 
language and cross-cultural interactions.

 
International Student Conference Explores Globalisa-

tion and Regionalisation in the 21st Century Economy
On May 18, 2023, the 8th International Student Scientific 

Conference on World Economy in the 21st Century: Globalisation 
and Regionalisation took place at RUDN University. Co-organ-
ised by prestigious institutions like the Armenian State Econom-
ic University, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Lebanese 
University, and others, the event fostered an exchange of ideas 
on pressing global development issues. The conference, held 
within the Multilingual Environment project, featured 14 sec-
tions covering a wide range of topics, including digital assets, na-
tional economic transformation, financial system contradictions, 
management paradigms, cities as economic drivers, Latin Ameri-
ca’s role, Ibero-American innovation, Russia-China relations, re-
gional development, foreign economic trends, digital transforma-
tions in Asia and Africa, and legal aspects of business.

Distinguished scholars, including Dr Inna Andronova, Dean 
of the Faculty of Economics at RUDN University, and Dr Alexey 
Maslov, Director of the Institute of Asian and African Studies at 
Lomonosov Moscow State University, presented papers on mod-
ernising the 21st-century economy, addressing globalisation re-
quirements, and socio-economic challenges worldwide.

The conference aimed to promote scholarly discourse, pro-
viding a platform for students and researchers to share their 
thoughts and ideas. With certificates awarded to participants, se-
lected Russian papers will be published in the electronic scientif-
ic journal Innovative Economy, while foreign language articles 
will be featured in the conference proceedings. For more infor-
mation and conference materials, visit global-rudn.ru.
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Concerning feminist stylistic analysis, the textual creation 
of gender ideology in an example of narrative fiction is the sub-
ject of this chapter's investigation. This section covers gender 
prejudice, the distribution of gender roles, and the fragmentation 
of the female body in a book written in the twentieth century 
by employing the analytic framework of feminist stylistics.

To provide readers with a variety of literary text analyses, 
Algabardy also presents a pragmatic stylistic model to an extract 
from Shakespeare’s’ King Lear. Dramatic dialogue can best be de-
scribed through pragmatic theories for instance; turn-taking, 
speech acts, politeness, Grice's maxims, politeness, and coopera-
tive principles, etc. Next, cognitive stylistics is discussed, and 
analysis is exemplified through humorous discourse in particular 
jokes. Relevance theory is applied to understand cognitively 
how readers receive humour while reading or hearing jokes. Re-
latedly, the human mind allows for the maximisation and manip-
ulation of optimum relevance about the world and language to 
generate humour. More approaches are presented to deal with 
different data, such as Multimodal Stylistics applied to study the 
language of ads. Stylistic frameworks are used with visual gram-
mar techniques to achieve this aim.

 The author’s goal is to demonstrate how the interaction of 
verbal and visual aspects in advertising creates meaning and ef-
fect. The approach of stylistics here is multimodal, which simply 
means paying attention not only to verbal aspects (written) but 
also to visual ones including visual modes of communication 
such as typography, layout, colour, distance, and other visual ef-
fects. Moving to the next phase, critical stylistic approach to po-
litical speech demonstrates how to uncover ideology through ten 
textual functions that also pay attention to grammatical aspects 
of the discourse.

Lastly, corpus stylistics refers to huge data spoken or writ-
ten stored electronically and analysed by computer and stylistic 
tools. This is exemplified in the book by news published on so-

cial media referred as to journalism. In sum, after each practical 
type of stylistics, lists of books are recommended for the readers 
to have in-depth knowledge.

 These methodological varieties are presented in a practical 
and convenient way to the readers, for example, each type of 
stylistics is enhanced with an introductory section supported 
with definitions of the main tools that can be used in the 
analysis. Then an illustration from a literary text is selected to 
apply such a method in a detailed simplified manner. Guided 
questions are introduced to the readers to question themselves 
about certain textual features in the text. These questions are 
fundamental in guiding readers to what features they should pay 
attention to. They work as maps to the treasure island of mean-
ing.

Followed by an example of the analysis by the author so 
readers can compare their answers with the given model of the 
analysis. The do-it-yourself activity is the most exciting and in-
teresting part present in the form of questions. The closure glos-
sary section is useful and handy for readers who might come 
across unfamiliar words. Thus, it provides definitions of key 
terms in stylistics.

It’s worth noting that the goals of Introducing Stylistic 
Analysis: Practicing the Basics may be similar to those of other 
popular stylistics textbooks like Gibbons and Whiteley (2018), 
and Jeffries and McIntyre (2010). While those other works are 
aimed at experts in the area and more specialised readers, this 
book by Gibreel Sadeq Alaghbary is accessible to readers with 
varying levels of familiarity with the discipline. Moreover, in 
comparison to previous stylistics textbooks, this book, as Alagh-
bary characterises it, is more ‘practice-oriented than research-
based’. Thus, this book is highly recommended to general read-
ers, learners, and teachers in linguistics and in particular those 
who are interested in text analysis by means of applying stylistic 
interdisciplinary methods.
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